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The Mission of Township High School     

District 211 is to serve the educational needs 

of the community by developing and implementing 
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informed citizens capable of meeting the demands                   

of a changing world.
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	 Lynn Davis	 Anna Klimkowicz
	 Theresa Tracy	 Edward Yung
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This Curriculum Guide is designed to help students plan their programs of study from the variety of courses offered 
in Township High School District 211. Students should plan their high school programs with the help of their parents, 
counselors, and teachers. In this guide, each course is described by level of instruction, length of course, specific prerequisite, 
and credit value. Courses offered off-campus are so noted. In addition to the course descriptions, this guide provides 
information about graduation requirements, grading, student services, summer school, and other areas of interest. This 
Curriculum Guide is intended to assist students and parents in making educational decisions about high school programs. 
Course offerings are subject to enrollment and slight variations may occur from school to school. Some courses are listed as 
“pilots.” This indicates a new course in the curriculum that is under initial offering in a given school. A student’s counselor 
is always the best source for the most up-to-date information regarding course selection.
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Each school has a Student Services Department consisting of counselors, psychologists, social workers, speech and language 
therapists, a school nurse, and special education teachers. Staff members give students individual and group help in adjusting 
to their lives.

Each student is assigned a counselor upon entering high school. The counselor meets with each student at least twice a 
year, although students may see their counselor more often. Parents may meet with their student’s counselor by appointment 
during school hours.

A comprehensive testing program is in place to assist students in understanding their aptitudes, interests, and special 
abilities. Major test dates are provided in each school’s Calendar/Handbook. Counselors interpret test results to students 
and parents. A college and career resource center, which is available to students and parents, provides information on 
college programs, scholarships, employment opportunities, trade and technical school programs, military services, 
occupational opportunities, and specialized educational and vocational programs. A computer software system which 
contains occupational, college, and financial aid information is available to all students. A career counselor coordinates 
activities to help students develop appropriate career goals. A counselor who has received special training as a college 
consultant is available to provide families with specif﻿ic college and financial aid information.

Psychologists and social workers provide services to students and/or their families and serve as liaisons between school 
and community agencies. In addition, the psychologist conducts individual psychological evaluations and interprets results to 
students, parents, and school staff. A speech and language therapist and school nurse are available in each school to provide 
appropriate services to students.

Special education programs, designed to meet all state and federal mandates, are available for students with special 
needs. Special education teachers are trained to work with physically, mentally, and behaviorally challenged students. These 
teachers provide supplemental instruction to students in the regular classroom and special instruction to students whose 
educational needs require a modified program. Teaching assistants work with classroom teachers to extend additional 
assistance to students.

Beginning in January, counselors and teachers assist students in the selection of courses for the following year. Parents 
are encouraged to contact their student’s counselor to assist in this process. A list of courses selected by the student is mailed 
home for review and approval in late February. Changes in courses selected may be made up to the date indicated on this 
list. Courses will only run if minimum enrollment guidelines are met.

Subject level placement of incoming freshmen is based on the results of placement tests and the recommendations of 
junior high school teachers. Placement of students already enrolled in high school is based upon previous performance 
and the recommendations of their teachers.

Students must register for the equivalent of four full-credit subjects plus physical education. However, most students 
register for five full-credit courses plus physical education.

Student Services

Course Selection & Registration

Most courses listed in this Guide have prerequisites for enrollment.  Prerequisites are designed to inform students and 
parents of the background knowledge and skills important for successful completion of a course and should be reviewed 
before registering.

District 211 encourages every student to strive to reach his/her maximum educational potential.  In some cases, a 
student may wish to register in a course for which prerequisites have not been met in order to accelerate that student’s 
academic progress.  Success in this situation is dependent upon the degree of student motivation; a clear understanding 
of the challenges that will be presented in the course; and a collaborative approach by the student, parents, and teacher.

Any student who wishes to register for a course without meeting the prerequisites is encouraged to discuss course 
requirements and content with the student’s counselor and the department chair or teacher.  The student also should 
discuss the matter with his/her parents. The student, parents, and department chair/teacher then should review and 
sign the Student Course Acceleration – Statement of Understanding, which is available through the Student Services 
Department at each school, or which may be downloaded from the District 211 web site at http://www.d211.org/pdf/
course_acceleration_statement_of_understanding.pdf.  Completed forms should be submitted to the student’s counselor.

Student Course Acceleration
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The following is an explanation of the grading scale used on the report cards:
A A superior grade for exceptional or outstanding work.
B	 An excellent and commendable grade for an above average degree of accuracy and knowledge of the subject.
C	 An average grade for an adequate and satisfactory performance.
D	 A passing grade for below average work.
E	 A passing grade for demonstrating maximum effort and/or minimum skills.
F	 A failing grade.
AUD	 Special permission to take a course for no grade and no credit.
EXC	 Excused for the grading period and/or from taking the semester examination. Credit for the course may depend 

on any existing grades earned during the course.
PASS	 A passing grade for a course taken on a Pass/Fail basis. Credit is given, but no grade point is recorded.
FAIL	 A failing grade for a course taken on a Pass/Fail basis. No credit is given and no grade point is recorded.
W/P	 Withdrew from course with passing grade. No credit is given and no grade point is recorded.
W/F	 Withdrew from course with failing grade. No credit is given and the grade point reduction will be recorded.
SAT	 Satisfactory grade.
INC	 Required work is incomplete. Students should discuss the situation with their teachers as soon as possible.
–	 Following a letter grade indicates a “minus”. “C–” means a low “C” grade.
+	 Following a letter grade indicates “plus”. “C+” means a high “C” grade.

In the “remarks” area of the report card, the numbers listed below have the following meanings:
2.	Interested/enthusiastic/pleasure to have in class.
3.	Student appears to be working conscientiously and/or shows improvement.
4.	Needs to improve class attitude/preparation/participation.
5.	Low test scores and/or very poor written work and/or lab work.
6.	Low level of achievement in basic skills.
7.	Conduct is disruptive to class atmosphere — must improve.
8.	Student is not working up to expectations and/or performance is not consistent.
9.	Class absences/failure to complete overdue work.

Student grades are reported on a nine-week basis and by semesters. Each semester is made up of two, nine-week 
periods. Parents may be informed of their student’s progress at the midterm of a nine-week period. Students may receive 
midterm reports if the teacher wishes to make a special comment or if they are failing, possibly failing, or incomplete. 
The semester grade is based on two, nine-week grading periods and a semester examination. The two, nine-week grading 
periods are worth 40 percent each and the semester examination is worth 20 percent. Semester grades are recorded on 
each student’s permanent record. Report cards and midterm reports are mailed directly to parents. Parents of students 
having difficulty or doing unsatisfactory work are urged to meet with teachers and/or the student’s counselor to discuss 
improvement options. Specific dates of all student reports are in each school’s Calendar/Handbook.

Additionally, all parents may view the status of their students in classes in which the teacher is using the District Electronic 
Gradebook by logging on to the confidential Parent Online Access System at www.d211.org/parentaccess.shtml.

Grading & Reporting  

Semester grades are based on two quarter grades and a semester examination grade. Each quarter grade is worth forty 
percent (40%) and the semester examination is worth twenty percent (20%). Semester grades are recorded on each student’s 
permanent record. Report cards and midterm reports are mailed directly to parents. Parents of students having difficulty or 
doing unsatisfactory work are urged to meet with the student’s teachers and/or counselor to discuss improvement options.

General Grading Information
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1.	Complete 18 academic units of credit
2.	Physical education credit for each semester of attendance (or equivalent)
3.	Successfully complete:

a.	 One unit of United States History 
b.	 One unit of Social Science Survey or ½ unit each of Government and Economics
c.	 Three years of mathematics course work is required, with successful completion of a 300-level course. One of the three 

required units must be Algebra I, and one unit must include Geometry content.
d.	 Two units of science (1 year — Biological Science/ 1 year — Physical Science)
e.	 One unit of art, world language, music, or vocational education (Applied Technology, Business Education, 
	 Family and Consumer Sciences)
f.	 Four units of English
g.	 Two years of writing-intensive courses, one of which must be English.
h.	 One-half unit of Consumer Education (or equivalent)
i.	 One-half unit of Health

4.	Complete 30 hours of instruction in safety education (Driver Education classroom instruction)
5.	Pass a qualifying examination on the State and Federal Constitutions, Declaration of Independence, use of the American 

flag, and the Australian (secret ballot) method of voting
6.	Participate in State testing at an appropriate level

1.	Students may drop an elective course after the first semester and receive one-half credit. However, one semester of a one-
year course may not meet college entrance requirements. 

2.	Students electing to take a fifth subject may drop a fifth subject no later than the twenty-fifth (25th) school day of the 
semester. A student who drops a fifth subject after the deadline will be assigned a compulsory study hall and will 
receive either a W/P or W/F.

Requirements for Graduation

Nine-week grades are determined from grades recorded for daily class discussion, written assignments, special projects, 
and examinations. When grades are on the borderline, students’ attitudes and participation are considered. Grades are 
based on how well students meet established course objectives.

Grades of “INC” will be given unless students do all basic assignments such as term papers, themes, special reports, 
book reviews, daily written assignments, community service projects, and all examinations. Students who are incomplete 
at the end of the semester, except for those with recent illness, will not be allowed to take the semester examination at its 
scheduled time and may fail the course unless work is made up by a designated time.

Juniors and seniors may choose to take one elective subject each semester on a “pass/fail” grade basis. “Pass/Fail” petitions 
must be signed and on file within the first twenty-five (25) school days of each semester. Once students choose “pass/fail” 
they may not change that option after the twenty-seventh (27th) school day of the semester. College admissions personnel 
recommend that students pursue a rigorous academic program for college admission. Generally, colleges do not recommend 
that high school students take a major academic subject on a pass-fail basis. College-bound students should confer with their 
counselors before taking a course pass/fail.

In order to be eligible for interscholastic athletics and competitive activities, a student must meet both Illinois High 
School Association and District 211 academic and personal conduct standards.

An honor roll is announced for each nine-week period. Students with an unweighted quarter grade point average of 
3.5 (A average) or better are placed in the high honors group. Students with grade point averages of 3.0 to 3.5 (B average) 
are placed in the honors group. In computing honor roll and rank in class, grade points are assigned according to a 4-point 
system (A=4 points; B=3 points; C=2 points; D=1 point; and E and F=0 points). Grades in physical education, pass/fail 
courses, and driver education are not given grade points and are not averaged into the grade point average. Students taking 
accelerated and/or honors courses receive a weighted boost for each semester. A weighted grade point average and rank are 
recorded each semester and are used for college admissions and academic scholar status purposes only. Weighted grade points 
do not affect in-school honors.

Special Policies Regarding Credits
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Requirements for College Entrance
Recommended Guide for Academic Preparation
Academic District 211 Community 4-Year Colleges Highly
Areas Graduation College Career and Universities, Selective
  Requirements* Programs, Community College Colleges and
   Vocational Schools Transfer Programs* Universities

ENGLISH 4 Years 4 Years 4 Years: Emphasis on written  4 Years
    and oral communication and literature    
MATHEMATICS 3 Years 2 Years 3 Years: Algebra, Geometry, 4 Years Recommended
  including a 300-level course  Algebra 2, Trigonometry through Calculus
  
SCIENCE 2 Years 2 Years 3 Years: Recommended 4 Years: Recommended
 (laboratory   core areas: Biology, Chemistry, Physics core areas: Biology, 
 sciences)    Chemistry, Physics

SOCIAL 2 Years: U.S. History  2 Years 3 Years: Emphasis on history 3 to 4 Years
STUDIES and Social Science Survey   and government (requirement varies)
  or equivalent    
WORLD 1 Year or Vocational None Required 2 Years ** 2 to 4 Years
LANGUAGE Education/Fine Arts  
VOCATIONAL 1 Year or None Required 2 Years: ** May include courses in: 1 Year recommended
EDUCATION or World Language  Applied Technology, Art, Business 
FINE ARTS   Education, Life and Family Studies, or Music 			 

	*	 Additional District 211 requirements include: health, consumer education, driver education, 4 years of physical education and 8 other academic credits. 
**	 World language preparation may be recommended or required by colleges or universities. State-supported universities in Illinois may accept vocational 

education or fine arts courses in lieu of foreign language. Check with a counselor for details.

The chart above compares the academic expectations of various post-high school opportunities available to graduates. It 
is intended only as a general guide. Colleges expect a student to program at least four core academic subjects into each 
year. These college preparatory subjects are: English, world language, mathematics, science, and social studies. Highly 
selective institutions require greater numbers of these core academics.

Counselors act as resource people but many specific questions are better directed to the college or university admissions 
staff. Final admissions decisions are always up to the colleges. They are usually based on the number of academic courses 
and the grade point average in those courses as well as the student’s scores on standardized admissions tests (ACT, SAT).

Requirements for admission to individual colleges and universities vary. Students who cannot maintain a “C” grade 
average (2.0) in high school may have some difficulty qualifying for college entrance. Some colleges may admit students 
who are in the lowest one-third of their graduating class and who score well on entrance exams.

College Admission Testing
Most public colleges and universities in the Midwest, including all Illinois state universities and most community 

colleges, require the American College Test (ACT). Some colleges require applicants to take Scholastic Aptitude Tests (SAT 
Reasoning Test and/or SAT Subject Tests). College-bound students are advised to write the SAT: Subject Tests immediately 
following the completion of the course of study.

Advanced Placement
Township High School District 211 offers courses designed to help students receive college advanced placement credit 

by examination. Each year, Advanced Placement tests are given to qualified students in May.  Many colleges also give 
college credit through the College Level Examination Program (CLEP).
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NCAA Initial Eligibility for Student-Athletes
Students interested in participating in college athletics at the NCAA Division I or II level must meet the NCAA 

freshman eligibility standards.  Initial eligibility is determined by NCAA from three high school factors:  core course 
completion, test scores, and grade-point average.  NCAA Division I requires 16 core courses; Division II requires 14 
core courses (Beginning with the Class of 2013, Division II students also must complete 16 core courses).   Detailed 
information regarding freshman eligibility criteria is available on the NCAA Eligibility Center website.  

The primary responsibility of a high school in relationship to a freshman athlete’s certification is to ensure that the 
school’s list of approved core courses is accurate and up to date.  Only courses in the areas of English, mathematics, science, 
social studies and world language can be considered for core course approval.  Approved Core Courses for all District 211 
high schools are listed on the NCAA Eligibility Center website at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  Additionally, these approved 
courses are listed below and have been denoted in this guide with an NCAA designation within the course description.  

List of Approved Core Courses (Form 48H) for all Township High School District 211 schools:
G143 World Geography
G146 World History
G161 Global Studies
G216 Multicultural Pers
G236 Women’s Studies
G262 World Affairs
G331 American Studies
G336 American Studies
G339 AP World History
G341 US History
G342 US History
G343 Psychology 1
G349 AP Human Geog
G353 Psychology 2
G359 AP European Hist
G365 Law & Individual
G369 AP US History
G379 AP Psychology
G441 Social Sci Survey
G442 Social Sci Survey
G462 Intro Economics
G466 Intro Govt/Econ
G469 AP Macro Econ
G472 Intro Government
G479 AP Govt/Politics
W316 Intro Criminal Jst
W417 Intro Corrections

M113 Algebra 1
M114 Algebra 1
M117 Algebra 1
M147 Adv Algebra
M214 Geometry
M217 Geometry
M218 Geometry
M247 Adv Trig
M248 Adv Geometry
M308 Adv Algebra II
M314 Algebra 2
M317 Algebra 2
M328 Algebra 2
M348 Adv Alg 2/Pre Calc
M408 Adv Trig/Pre Calc
M414 Trig-Prob & Stats
M417 Trig Pre Calc
M419 AP Statistics
M439 Trig/Calc A
M447 Survey of Calc
M449 AP Calculus AB
M479 AP Calculus BC	

S131 Biology
S137 Biology
S138 Biology
S170 General Science
S221 Intro Physical Science
S233 Physical Science
S234 Earth Science
S332 Chemistry
S333 Chemistry of Foods
S334 Astronomy
S335 Geology
S336 Environmental Studies
S338 Accelerated Chemistry
S344 Astronomy 2
S347 Biology 2
S352 Forensic Science
S369 AP Physics
S432 Physics
S439 AP Chemistry
S443 Social Imp. Of Biology
S449 AP Biology
S457 Adv Topics in Science
S458 Advanced Chemistry
S468 Advanced Physics
S469 AP Physics C

L142 French 2-Frosh
L162 French 1
L163 German 1
L164 Spanish 1 Enrich
L165 Spanish 2-Frosh
L166 Spanish 1
L167 German 2-Frosh
L262 French 2
L263 German 2
L266 Spanish 2
L276 Span Native Spkr
L362 French 3
L363 German 3
L366 Spanish 3
L376 Span Native Spkr
L462 French 4
L463 German 4
L466 Spanish 4
L476 Adv. Topics Spanish
L559 AP French
L569 AP German
L579 AP Spanish

E101 English 1
E102 English 1
E108 English 1
E201 English 2
E202 English 2
E203 Speech 1
E204 Speech 2
E205 Journal Writing 1
E207 Journal Writing 2
E208 English 2
E212 Dramatics
E214 Adv Topics in Lit
E301 English 3
E302 English 3
E303 Rhet. Of Cinema
E305 Adv Reading
E307 Creative Comp
E317 Adv Creative Comp
E319 AP Lang & Comp
E329 AP Lit & Comp
E331 American Studies
E336 American Studies
E401 Mod World Lit
E402 English Lit Survey
E403 Senior Comp
E404 English Lit Survey
E405 Expo Comp
E411 Communication Skills
E419 AP Lit & Comp
E429 AP Lang & Comp	

Student-athletes interested in pursuing athletic opportunities in college should discuss their interest with parents, 
coaches, and counselors.   Prospective student-athletes must register with the NCAA Eligibility Center and meet academic 
eligibility standards as determined by NCAA.  Complete details are available at www.ncaa.org or www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.

Courses marked “NCAA Pending” within this guide have been submitted to NCAA Clearinghouse for approval as a 
core course. Approval was not received prior to the printing of this guide.
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A letter and three digits precede each course title in this curriculum guide. The letter indicates the department and 
the last digit indicates levels of ability. Letter designations of each department are as follows:

A	—	 Art
B	—	 Business Education
C	—	 Music
E	 —	 English
G	—	 Social Studies

H	—	 Family and Consumer Sciences
L	 —	 World Language
M	—	 Mathematics
P	 —	 Physical Education/Driver 

Education/Health Education

R —  Non-Departmental
S	 —	 Science
T	—	 Applied Technology
V	—	 Vocational
W	—	 Harper College

The first digit of the three-digit sequence generally represents the earliest year in which a student is eligible to take 
the course (1-freshman; 2-sophomore; 3-junior; and 4-senior). The second digit has no intrinsic meaning. The third digit 
indicates the following:
0 Courses designed to strengthen basic fundamentals, skills, and concepts. 
1 General education courses designed to improve skills while presenting a complete curriculum.
2-7 Regular education courses designed for most students, including those who plan on entering programs of advanced 		
 education or training after graduation.
8 Accelerated courses for students whose aptitude and achievement qualify them for intensive study at an increased pace.
9 Honors and gifted courses for the academically talented. Students in these courses are encouraged to take Advanced 		
 Placement tests which are the focus of A.P. level courses.

As an example; E101 is a general level English course, E102 is a regular level English course, and E108 is an accelerated 
English course.

Coding of Courses

In addition to offering courses that meet high school graduation requirements, most departments offer elective courses 
that, if taken, assist a student with college admission requirements or other post-secondary academic preparation. Further, 
elective courses offer the student the opportunity to pursue special interest areas within the curriculum. Advanced Placement 
courses are available in many academic departments, including portfolio assessment in Art. Work/study opportunities are 
available in Applied Technology, Business Education, Family and Consumer Sciences, and Special Education.

Elective Courses

Results of aptitude and achievement tests and teachers’ recommendations are used by counselors to place individual 
students in courses. Students in general level courses who do work above “C” may be transferred to a regular level section 
of a course. Students in accelerated or honors level courses who earn “C” or lower are usually recommended for movement  
to a regular level section.

Entrance into the District Gifted Education Program is determined by EXPLORE test scores, the result of the Watson 
Glaser Test of Critical Thinking, and teacher recommendation. Based on this information, approximately six percent 
of incoming freshmen are accepted into the gifted program. Please contact the student services director for information 
about the program and selection procedures. 

Course Placement

Selected courses in the curriculum have been designated as “dual” or “articulated credit.” These courses are offered as 
part of a curriculum collaboration with William Rainey Harper College. Dual credit allows a student to earn both college 
and high school credit simultaneously. Certain restrictions apply to these courses and interested students should see their 
high school counselor for details.

In addition to dual credit opportunities with Harper College, high school students also may earn articulated credit for 
high school courses from Harper College upon successful completion of specific high school and college course sequences. 
Information about these programs is available at www.edcareerpartnership.com or through the counseling staff at your school.

College Now Credit Program
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In 1997, the State of Illinois adopted rigorous statewide learning goals and standards for Illinois students in the academic 
areas listed below. Township High School District 211 accepts and supports these goals and standards as reflective of our 
community’s expectation that a high-quality education will be provided to all our students. Faculty and administration 
at all District 211 schools have examined the existing curriculum to assure that State goals and standards are addressed in 
instruction available to every child. High School District 211 pledges to continue the effort to address the alignment of 
our curriculum with community expectations that are embodied by State goals and standards.

Language Arts
As a result of their schooling, students will be able to:
•	 read with understanding and fluency
•	 read and understand literature representative of various societies, eras, and ideas
•	 write to communicate for a variety of purposes
•	 listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations
•	 use the language arts to acquire, assess, and communicate information

Mathematics
As a result of their schooling, students will be able to:
•	 demonstrate and apply a knowledge and sense of numbers, including numeration and operations (addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, division), patterns, ratios and proportions
•	 estimate, make and use measurements of objects, quantities and relationships, and determine acceptable levels of accuracy
•	 use algebraic and analytical methods to identify and describe patterns and relationships in data, solve problems, and 

predict results
•	 use geometric methods to analyze, categorize and draw conclusions about points, lines, planes, and space
•	 collect, organize, and analyze data using statistical methods; predict results; and interpret uncertainty using concepts of 

probability

Science
As a result of their schooling, students will be able to:
•	 understand the processes of scientific inquiry and technological design to investigate questions, conduct experiments, and 

solve problems
•	 understand the fundamental concepts, principles and interconnections of the life, physical, and earth/space sciences
•	 understand the relationships among sciences, technology, and society in historical and contemporary contexts

Social Studies
As a result of their schooling, students will be able to:
•	 understand political systems, with an emphasis on the United States
•	 understand economic systems, with an emphasis on the United States
•	 understand events, trends, individuals, and movements shaping the history of Illinois, the United States, and other nations
•	 understand world geography and the effects of geography on society, with an emphasis on the United States
•	 understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United States

Fine Arts
As a result of their schooling, students will be able to:
•	 know the language of the arts
•	 through creating and performing, understand how works of art are produced
•	 understand the role of the arts in civilizations, past and present

Physical Development/Health
As a result of their schooling, students will be able to:
•	 acquire movement skills and understand concepts needed to engage in health-enhancing physical activity
•	 achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical fitness based upon continual self-assessment
•	 develop team-building skills by working with others through physical activity
•	 understand principles of health promotion and the prevention and treatment of illness and injury
•	 understand human body systems and factors that influence growth and development
•	 promote and enhance health and well-being through the use of effective communication and decision-making skills

Student Learning Goals
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Summer School
An annual summer school is available to all Township High School District 211 students, who may enroll for one 

or more of the following reasons:
1.	To take courses that could not be scheduled during the regular school year.
2.	To repeat a failed course or to take a different course to make up credit lost by failure.
3.	To repeat a course for a higher grade (“C” is our lowest recommended grade on transcripts to colleges. The higher grade will 

be used to calculate class rank. However, the original course grade will be noted on the transcript.)
4.	To give incoming freshmen and students between freshman and sophomore year the opportunity to take courses which 

qualify them for more advanced work (Enrollment in these classes is through recommendation and invitation by the student 
services director, and enrollment may be required for some students.)

5.	To earn credit for early graduation or to meet additional graduation requirements.

Credit
A student may earn a maximum of one academic unit of credit during the session and an additional one-fourth unit 

of credit in physical education.

Classes
Classes will meet for approximately four and one-quarter hours per day, five days per week.

Study Requirements
Each day of a summer class is equal to five day’s work during the regular school year. Students must make up work 

immediately after an absence.  Arranging for making up work is the student’s responsibility.

Attendance
Since summer school is a concentrated program, regular attendance is required. Students absent the first two days 

of school will not be admitted into class in that semester. To receive credit, a student must be present on the last day of 
each summer school semester. A student who accumulates three days of absence in a semester will lose credit and forfeit 
fees. A tardy (arriving within one hour of the school starting time) is recorded as one-half day of absence. If a student is 
more than one hour late, a full absence will be charged. Students arriving late or leaving early must check in or out at the 
summer school office.  Summer vacations should not be scheduled during the summer school period.

School Regulations
Summer school is an academic enrichment program for students who desire additional learning opportunities. Rules 

are enforced to consistently maintain an atmosphere conducive to learning. A student may be dismissed from summer 
school immediately for tobacco use, truancy, excessive tardiness, controlled substance abuse, and acts of gross misconduct. 
There will be no exceptions to the rules of conduct or attendance. Dismissal from summer school will result in forfeiture 
of credit and fees.

Residents of Township High School District 211 age 17 and over who have not completed high school and are no 
longer enrolled in school may earn a diploma in the evening at the Alternative High School. Classes are held Monday 
through Thursday evenings during the school year.  For information and fee structure, contact the Continuing Education 
Office at (847) 755-6720.

High School District 211 offers several evening make-up courses for seniors who need them for graduation. Students 
should consult their counselor for information regarding these courses.

Alternative High School

Evening Make-Up Courses
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Applied Technology courses are designed to give students an exposure to technical environments and their applications 
in the modern work world. Through careful selection, students may explore areas of career interest. Many courses in the 
Applied Technology field are accepted as electives for college admission. 

T130 Applied Technology Exploration
This course is designed to help students with special needs acquire skills to be successful. Emphasis will be placed on basics 

such as: organizational skills, measuring, reading working drawings, shop safety, basic math, tool identification and usage, 
and following a sequential plan of action. This class is organized to provide for small group and individualized instruction 
with class projects varying depending on student’s abilities. 
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation.
LEVEL: 1,2 One year One unit

T134 Small Engine & Power Technology
Students will gain an understanding of the operation of piston engines, basic electrical circuits, hydraulic, and pneumatic 

principles with emphasis on small engine repair. Hands-on experience includes the opportunity to participate in the repair 
of a variety of small engines.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One-half year  One-half unit

T144 Production Technology 
Production Technology is a lab oriented class in which several materials including wood, metal, and plastic will be used 

for both custom-made and mass produced products. Students will use a variety of hand and power tools as they learn about 
modern production technology.
LEVEL: 1,2 One-half year One-half unit

T166 Computer Aided Drafting and Graphics
Explore the exciting world of computer-aided drafting and graphics. This is an introductory course that will expose the 

student to a variety of computer graphic software currently used in the graphic communication industry today.
During the year, students will focus on the use of CAD software. Computer-Aided Design continues to be an exciting 

and fulfilling field for career exploration. CAD is used in many fields to communicate ideas and designs. Students will be 
introduced to the concepts of three-dimensional design as a basis to graphic communication. 

Students will learn how a variety of graphic software can be integrated in order to present an idea or design that impacts 
his/her audience. Upon completion of this course students will have a background of information and graphic communication 
skills that he/she will be able to use in other classes, post secondary education, and the world of work. Students who complete 
T166 with a B or higher may be eligible for college credit when completing advanced coursework at William Rainey Harper 
College. (See College Now Credit Program on page 9.)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit
LEVEL 1 with concurrent enrollment in algebra or successful 8th grade Algebra completion

T174 Electronics Technology 1
This course is designed for students interested in electronics technology, digital communications, audio technology, 

industrial technology applications, and electronic design. Students will study safety, basic components and symbols, electrical 
fundamentals, instrumentation, circuit analysis, semiconductor applications, and digital technology. Students will assemble and 
analyze electronic circuits including power supplies, oscillators, amplifiers, and digital circuits. Emphasis is placed on problem 
solving and teamwork in a lab environment. Students who complete T174 with a B or higher may be eligible for college credit 
when completing advanced coursework at William Rainey Harper College. (See College Now Credit Program on page 9.)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

T200 Vocational Concepts (Hoffman Estates and Palatine High Schools Only)
This course is designed for students with special needs. The main goal is to teach students the basic work skills which 

include proper vocabulary, social skills necessary for the workplace, job skills, computer skills, and money/banking skills. This 
class offers a general introduction to these areas.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation.
LEVEL: 2 One year One unit

Applied Technology
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T202 PLTW Introduction to Engineering Design
The Project Lead the Way (PLTW) course, Introduction to Engineering Design is an interdisciplinary study with an 

emphasis placed on learning the design development process. Students utilize their creativity to collaborate with other students 
through distance learning projects. In this course students develop the essential skills that engineers rely on everyday such as 
patent research, working with team members, hand-sketching, and proper engineering documentation with team members. 
Students apply the Design Loop to innovate and invent products in a continuous improvement model. State of the art 
technology including Autodesk's Inventor, ANSYS, 3D Printing and ShopBot industrial automation, is used to allow students 
an opportunity to create prototypes and mock-ups of their individual and team solutions
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit
PREREQUISITE: Concurrent enrollment in M217 Geometry or higher

T235 Automotive Technology 1
Auto Technology 1 covers theory of operation and care of the basic components of the modern automobile. Areas of study 

include engines and engine systems, brakes, and suspensions. Hands-on activities consist of working with actual automotive 
parts and work on live cars. This course is a prerequisite for T336 Auto Technology 2 and stresses entry level job skills. It 
is recommended for students interested in becoming an automotive technician, as well as for those who wish to learn basic 
automotive repair for personal use.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

T245 Woodworking Technology
Woodworking Technology is designed for the beginning to intermediate student. This one-year course includes instructional 

units in safety, layout and measurement, equipment and processes, cabinet making, furniture construction, lathe turning, and 
career/consumer awareness. These hands-on units are geared for preparing students for future courses as well as helpful household 
knowledge of wood working procedures. Project material fees are required and vary with the various project selections.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 (Level 1 with instructor approval) One year One unit

T250, T350, T450 Cooperative Work Training
(Students also must enroll in T260, T270, T280, or T290 Work Experience)

This Cooperative Education program is for students 16 years of age or older who have been in general or special education 
courses and are interested in developing job skills. Daily classroom activities are planned to help students strengthen their 
communication skills, adjust to a work situation, and develop skills for the jobs they are learning.

Community training stations are in semiskilled and service occupations. These are selected with the student’s abilities and 
interests in mind. Acceptable training positions include service station attendants, grocery checkers, custodial work, construction 
work, nursery and greenhouse work, and other semiskilled jobs. Students who find it difficult to hold a job in the community 
may be employed by the school district to gain the experience and confidence needed to keep a full-time job. The first year of 
this course satisfies the District 211/State requirement for Consumer Education.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One to three years Two units per year

T266 Explorations in Architecture and Engineering
This course will allow the student to experience the graphic communications aspects of the architecture and engineering 

fields. Some of the topics include wireframe and solid modeling, dimensioning, sectioning, auxiliary views, and package design. 
Topics in architecture include construction drawings, site plans, and home styles. During the second semester, the student will 
have an opportunity to select and focus studies on a major project typical in the field of architecture or engineering. Students 
will experience many of the aspects connected with a state of the art CAD system. Students will have the opportunity to use 
other software connected with the graphic communication industry in the preparation of this major project. This will provide 
students with a background of information to use in other classes, the world of work, and post‑secondary education. Students 
completing this course with a B or higher may be eligible for college credit when completing advanced coursework at 
Harper College. (See College Now Credit Program on page 9.)
PREREQUISITE: Computer Aided Drafting and Graphics T166
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

T276 Electronics Technology 2
Students will become familiar with analyzing, aligning, troubleshooting, and servicing most common types of electronic 

circuits. They will study areas of electronics such as amplification, solid-state circuitry, digital circuitry, FM stereo, and 
basic problem solving techniques. Students will build advanced projects and analyze and evaluate a variety of laboratory 
experiments. Emphasis is on the theory of electronic circuits and a systematic approach to troubleshooting. 
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of T174 Electronics Technology 1 and C or higher in M114 Algebra 1 or instructor’s  approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit
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T277 Computer Repair
This course is designed for students interested in computer repair. Students will have hands on experience servicing 

Windows-based computers. Areas of computer study include: construction, disassembly and assembly, installation and 
configuration of operating systems, modifying and upgrading of circuits, MS-DOS, Windows, and utilities. Students 
will have learning opportunities in the areas of: safety and preventative maintenance, removal and installation of field 
replaceable units, backing up and restoring files, configuration and utilization of video circuits, Windows, modems, I/O 
addresses, interrupt request lines, direct memory access, network interface cards, network connections, and the diagnosing/
troubleshooting of malfunctioning systems. Completion of this course will prepare students to earn A+ certification.
PREREQUISITE: M117 Algebra or equivalent 
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One and one-half units

T302 PLTW Principles of Engineering
PLTW Principles of Engineering is the course that follows T202 Introduction to Engineering Design in the Project 

Lead the Way sequence. This course uses project-based, hands-on experiences to teach students the key elements and skills 
of engineering and technology-based careers. Concepts in this course include communication and documentation, design 
processes, engineering systems, statics and strength of materials, materials and material testing in engineering, engineering for 
reliability, and kinematics. This course explores technology systems and manufacturing processes and addresses the social and 
political consequences of technological change. The applications of physics, trigonometry, and applied sciences are integrated 
in the course to solve engineering problems. Autodesk Inventor is a computer aided design (CAD) program that will be utilized 
to assist in completion of projects.
PREREQUISITE: T202 Introduction to Engineering Design or Department Chair approval
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

T303 PLTW Digital Electronics
This is a year-long course in laboratory electronics. This course covers digital electronics, starting with logic levels, truth 

tables, gates, flip-flops, registers and counters.  An emphasis is placed on the implementation of interfaces between analog and 
digital electronics, particularly when controlling and recording the results of typical engineering experiments.  Students will make 
extensive use of the LabVIEW, Multi-Sim and other engineering software as a means of communication between a computer 
and external hardware. An independent project of the student’s design will serve as a semester culminating activity.  Digital 
Electronics is a foundation course for those considering careers in computer science, electrical engineering, software engineering, 
hardware engineering as well as other fields of engineering.
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of T302 PLTW Principles of Engineering or department chair approval
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

T336 Automotive Technology 2
Auto Technology 2 deals with testing, adjustment, repair and replacement of various components of the automobile. Students 

study troubleshooting and the use of test equipment including engine analyzers, computer scanners, pressure testers, and emission 
analyzers. They gain experience in engine mechanical diagnosis and servicing, fuel injection and emission control service, electrical 
testing, brake repair, alignment, transmission work, and air conditioning service. Time will be split between classroom and lab 
activities. Students may bring vehicles into the lab for maintenance, testing, and repair when related to planning class activities.
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of T235 Auto Technology 1
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

T346 Building Construction
While participating in the construction of a house, students become familiar with all stages of construction from site 

preparation to interior finish work. This may include the following skills: carpentry, siding, roofing, drywall, electrical, 
plumbing, heating, painting and staining, various flooring applications, cabinet installation, and finish trim work. 
Transportation to the construction site is provided.
PREREQUISITE: T245 Wood Technology is recommended but not required
LEVEL: 3,4 One year Two units

T347, T447 Woodworking Technology Independent Study
These courses will allow students who are interested in pursuing a career in the field of woodworking to gain additional 

knowledge and experience in an area of particular interest. With the help and supervision of the instructor, students 
explore in-depth such areas as cabinet making, building construction, wood technology, laminating, and bending or 
other related areas.

Students working on independent study projects must show personal initiative and self-direction in developing goals 
and carrying out plans. Research, experimentation, project construction and report writing are among appropriate student 
activities. With the instructor’s approval, planned activities may take place outside of the classroom.
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and successful completion of T245 Wood Technology
LEVEL: 3,4  One-half to two years One-half unit per semester
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T366, T466 CAD Drafting Independent Study
Students who want to further their drafting skills and gain additional experience in industrial related computer aided 

drafting are encouraged to enroll. Individualized work in selected areas of industrial drafting is planned with the instructor. 
This is an opportunity for students to become more self-directed in developing skills in an area of their choice.
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and successful completion of T266 Explorations in Architecture and Engineering
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half to two years One-half unit per semester

T377, T477 Electronics Independent Study
Electronics Independent Study allows students who are interested in pursuing a career in the field to gain additional 

knowledge and experience. With the instructor as a resource, students may explore areas such as television, industrial 
circuitry, digital circuitry, and circuit design in-depth. Students must possess a degree of initiative and self-direction. 
With the assistance of the instructor, they will develop goals and plan activities and projects which can be carried out on 
their own initiative. Research, experimentation, project construction, and report writing are among appropriate student 
activities. With the instructor’s approval, planned activities may take place outside of the classroom.
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and successful completion of T276 Electronics Technology 2
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half to two years One-half unit per semester

T437 Auto Technology Independent Study (T487 at H.E.H.S.)
This course allows students who are interested in a career in automotive repair and maintenance to gain additional knowledge 

and experience in an area or areas of particular interest. Each student, with the help and supervision of the instructor, may choose 
to explore the areas of Engine Repair and Performance, Brakes, Steering and Suspension, Drive Train, and Electrical Systems.

Students working on independent study projects must show personal initiative and self-direction in developing goals and 
carrying out plans. Research using service data is encouraged.
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and successful completion of T336 Auto Technology 2
LEVEL: 4 One-half or one year One-half or one unit

T446 Building Construction Independent Study
Through this course, students are given the opportunity to participate in a second building construction project, through 

which they can gain additional expertise in the planning and building of a house. Second-year students are given the opportunity 
to strengthen areas of weakness and to serve as lead carpenters in areas where they have developed confidence and expertise.  
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and successful completion of T346 Building Construction 
LEVEL: 4 One year Two units
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A255
Photography 1

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

A355
Photography 2

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

A467
2-D Studio/Photo

Level 4
1 Unit

 Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

A152
Art & Design

Level 1-4

A233
Commercial Design 1

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

A234
Commercial Design 2

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

A253
Art Drawing
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

A399
AP Art History

Level 3-4
1 Unit

A489
AP Studio 3D

Level 4
1 Unit

A254
Printmaking

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

A252
3-D Design 1

Level 2-4
1 Unit

A352
3-D Design 2

Level 3-4
1 Unit

A487
3-D Studio

Level 4
1 Unit

A353
Painting 1
Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

A354
Painting 2
Level 3-4
 1/2 Unit

A399
AP Art History

Level 3-4

Art Course Flowchart

A256
Art in Contemporary Society

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

A257
Digital Media
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

A477
2-D Studio/Computer

Level 3-4
1 Unit

A497
Adv. Computer 
Multimedia Art

Level 4
1 Unit

A457
2-D Studio

Level 4

A599
AP Studio/Drawing

Level 4
1 Unit

A263
Video, Animation, and

Interactive Media
1/2 Unit

A499
AP Studio 2-D

Level 4
1 Unit
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High School District 211 offers unique learning opportunities in the field of visual arts. A stimulating selection of 
elective courses in a carefully planned curriculum prepares young students for a successful art experience or a career in 
art. The success of this program lies in its diversity. Whatever background, previous experience, or skill level, the students 
are encouraged and inspired to expand their abilities and interests in art.

During the initial year in Art and Design, students will explore a variety of concepts, a range of techniques, and 
experiment with diverse materials to encourage individual growth. The art education of a high school student is a series 
of learning experiences that incorporate thinking, questioning, and creating simultaneously.

Students can move through the program based on their skills and interests. In their senior year, art majors will prepare 
a portfolio for entry into an art profession or college art program.

One year of art can be used to fulfill a graduation requirement.

A100 Fine Arts (Hoffman Estates and Palatine High Schools Only)
This course is designed to teach students in the areas of art, music, dance and drama through participation in realistic 

hands-on experiences. Basic objectives and skills will be met through appropriate activities designed for the student’s level 
of capability.
PREREQUISITE: Placement by staff conference recommendation.
LEVEL: 1, 2, 3, 4 One to four years 1/2 to 1 unit per year

A152 Art and Design
This course directs students in the fundamental creative processes and the technical skills basic to the visual arts. A 

wide variety of art media is introduced during the study of drawing, printmaking, ceramics, sculpture, and painting. The 
elements and principles of design give students insights into creating and understanding well-composed works of art. Art 
and Design students develop knowledge of professional art skills, an awareness of art-related careers, and the ability to 
apply artistic standards to daily visual decisions.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

A233 Commercial Design 1
This course familiarizes the student with current methods, techniques, and technology employed in the advertising 

field. Lessons that include computer layout, typography, and illustration provide a selection of work for a student portfolio. 
Commercial Design is structured to emulate a professional setting and offers an awareness of design-related careers and 
industry standard computer programs such as Photoshop, Illustrator, Dreamweaver, and InDesign.
PREREQUISITE: A152 Art and Design (A,B,C) or A355 Photography 2 (A,B,C) or Department Approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

A234 Commercial Design 2
The Commercial Design 2 course incorporates in-depth application and greater technical experience in advanced 

media and industry standard computer programs such as Photoshop, Illustrator, Dreamweaver, and InDesign. The course 
will provide students a study of the relationships between products, services, features, and benefits to potential markets. 
This visual communications course focuses on computer graphics used in television and advertising.
PREREQUISITE: A233 Commercial Design 1 (A,B,C) or Department Approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One half-year One-half unit

A252 Three-Dimensional Design 1
This course provides the student with introductory knowledge of three-dimensional design skills and techniques in 

the 3-D lab. The qualities of various materials, such as ceramics, plaster, fiber, wood, plastics, wire, and fabrication are 
investigated and applied in the development of art objects to display, as well as use and wear. Lecture, demonstration, and 
group and individual critiques supplement the course.
PREREQUISITE: A152 Art and Design (A,B,C) or A355 Photography 2 (A,B,C) or department approval         
	 Students must receive a passing grade in the first semester of this course in order to continue for the second 

semester
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

Art
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A253 Art Drawing
Drawing is a key discipline of the visual arts. In Art Drawing, the skills of observation increase as the eye/hand coordination 

of the student improves. Students learn to apply the principles of good composition to drawings of all styles and techniques. 
Subjects and surfaces vary with each assignment to include the figure, landscape, still life, and self-image. Students are 
trained to work in drawing media such as colored pencil, ink, charcoal, and pastels. A sketchbook may be required.
PREREQUISITE: A152 Art and Design (A,B,C) or Department Approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

A254 Art Printmaking
Art Printmaking gives students the opportunity to learn many different ways of reproducing an image such as etching, 

lithography, and silk screening. Students become acquainted with print editions, multiple registration, printing papers, 
and inks. This course challenges each student to stretch their creativity within the limits imposed by each discipline.
PREREQUISITE: A253 Art Drawing (A,B,C) or Department Approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

A255 Photography 1
Photography 1 is an introduction to professional camera techniques. During this one semester lab course, the students 

learn skills of creating traditional black and white photographs and/or digital photography including Photoshop. Photography 
is presented as a means of communicating ideas and documenting events. Information regarding photographic careers 
will add direction and focus to class work. While the majority of the materials, technology, and equipment are supplied, 
the student is recommended to have a camera as prescribed by the instructor as well as purchase photography supplies.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

A256 Art in Contemporary Society 
Art in Contemporary Society is an art survey course which presents the influences of the Arts in a chronological 

perspective. This course will examine the role that dance, drama, music, and the visual arts play in society. Through 
discussion, critique, and interpretation of the arts, students will explore the relationship between contemporary and 
historical events. One group and individual project may be required.    
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

A257 Digital Media
Students will create exciting digital art, interactive web design and 2D animation using professional software including 

PhotoShop, Illustrator, Flash, Dreamweaver, Garageband, iMovie, and iLife Suite. Students will gain insight into computer 
technology careers and society's use of technology as a means for communication. No experience necessary.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

A263 Video, Animation, and Interactive Media
Students will explore professional hands-on video and animation practices including green-screen techniques, motion 

graphics, sound editing, video game design, 2D animation and 3D animation. They will use such programs as PhotoShop, 
Flash, ZBrush, Final Cut Pro, Garageband, iMovie, and iLife Suite. The use of technology, lighting, video equipment, and 
sequencing in time-based media will be investigated. This course will include exploration in the career areas of animation, 
video game design, motion graphics, videography, and web design. No experience necessary.   
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

A352 Three-Dimensional Design 2
This course expands upon the basic 3-D design skills and techniques introduced in A252 Three-Dimensional Design 1. 

Additional opportunities available to students include: wheel-throwing clay to form pottery; casting and soldering metal to create 
jewelry; and using additive and subtractive techniques in chosen materials such as plastic, metal, paper, clay, fiber, and wood 
to create sculptures. Further examination of the work of recognized professional artists and art-related careers through 
lecture and discussion is provided. 
PREREQUISITE: A252 Three-Dimensional Design 1 (A,B,C)
	 Students must receive a passing grade in the first semester of this course in order to continue for the second semester
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

A353 Painting 1
This course is an introduction to the media and technical possibilities of painting. The emphasis is on technique, 

craftsmanship, color theory, two-dimensional composition, and theme. The student is encouraged to begin the process 
of self-awareness through the painting of diversified subjects such as portrait, landscape, and still life.
PREREQUISITE: A254 Art Printmaking (A,B,C) or department approval
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit
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A477 Two-Dimensional Studio/Computer Art
Students will work in a wide variety of advanced computer programs to create projects that reflect the use of technology 

in art and society. Multimedia projects such as animation, video, web page design, photo-imaging, computer illustration, 
and desktop publishing will be presented. A comprehensive multimedia portfolio will be developed illustrating a variety 
of technical skills and strong compositional planning. Students in this course are prepared to apply for AP Art Studio and 
will create a portfolio to use for scholarship and college applications.
PREREQUISITE: An A or B in A254 Printmaking, A234 commercial Design 2, A355 Photography, A257 Computer 

Multi-Media Art, or department chair approval; Students must receive a passing grade in the first semester 
of this course in order to continue for the second semester

LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

A487 Three-Dimensional Studio
Three-Dimensional Design Studio offers each student the opportunity to work in a variety of sculptural media, which may 

include work in metal, ceramic, textile, wood, and plaster. With the guidance of the instructor, each studio student develops 
an individualized course of study with timelines providing advanced experience in one or more areas of three-dimensional 
art. While concentrating in the selected area, students work to improve technical quality and develop a personal style.

Each student compiles a comprehensive portfolio of artistic achievements. Students in this course are prepared to apply 
for AP Art Studio and will create a portfolio to use for scholarship and college applications.
PREREQUISITE: 3 years in Art, an A or B in last art course, and/or department chair approval
	 Students must receive a passing grade in the first semester of this course in order to continue for the second 

semester
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

A497 Advanced Computer Multimedia Art Studio
This independent study course gives advanced computer art students the opportunity to develop an interactive 

multimedia portfolio. The focus of this course is on computer art career exploration and preparation. In this course, 
students will learn the aspect of character animation, vector-based graphics, raster imaging, advanced digital audio, virtual 
reality, digital photography, and video editing using special effects. Students in this course are prepared to apply for AP Art 
Studio and will create a portfolio to use for scholarship and college applications.
PREREQUISITE: An A or B in A477 Two-dimensional Studio Computer Art or department approval
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

A489 Advanced Placement Studio Art: 3-D Design
A499 Advanced Placement Studio Art: 2-D Design
A599 Advanced Placement Studio Art: Drawing

These independent study courses give advanced art students the opportunity to develop an Advanced Placement Art 
Portfolio. The focus of these courses is on the three sections graded by the College Boards: Quality, Concentration, and 
Breadth. Students will select works which excel in concept, composition, and execution from their “body of work” or 
portfolio. Students also will organize a series of work around a compelling visual concept. Finally, students will demonstrate, 
through their work, broad experience and accomplishment. Students in this course are prepared to apply for AP Art Studio 
and will create a portfolio to use for scholarship and college applications.
PREREQUISITE: Portfolio review by the Art Department
LEVEL: 4 One year each One unit each
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 Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

B232
Web Page Design

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

B184
Business Explorations

Level 1-2
1 Unit

B285*
Consumer Education

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

B162
Computer Skills and

Applications
Level 1-4
1/2 Unit

B265
Desktop Publishing

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

B274
Business Media Production

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

B163
Advanced Computer

Applications
Level 1-4
1/2 Unit

B164
Computer Skills and

Advanced Applications
Level 1-4
1/2 Unit

B366
Desktop Publishing
Independent Study

Level 3-4

B332*
Bus. Intern.
Level 3-4

1 Unit

B486
Accounting 2

Level 4
1 Unit

B352
Business Mathematics 

Applications
Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

B384
Business Management

Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

B223
Sports and 

Entertainment Marketing
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit B387

Business Law
Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

B267
Study Skills
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

B181*
Intro to Business

Level 1-2
1 Unit

Business Education Course Flowchart

B403
Business 

Communications
Level 4
1 Unit

B101
Computer Literacy

Level 1
1 Unit

B201
Computer Literacy 2

Level 2-4
1 Unit

* Satisfies the District 211/
State Consumer Education 
Requirement

B386
Accounting 1

Level 3-4
1 Unit

B224**
PIE (Practices in 

Entrepreneurship)
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

B225***
PIE 2 (Practices in 
Entrepreneurship)
Independent Study

Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

** B224 students also must 
enroll in H224 concurrently.
***B225 students must also 
enroll in H225 concurrently.
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Business Education programs prepare young people for the challenge of the college business curriculum, prepare them 
for employment in business, and provide business-related instruction which can be applied to personal use. Students gain 
understanding of business concepts, become familiar with the role of technology as a business and personal tool, and 
prepare for further education in career areas requiring college preparation such as accounting and business administration. 
Students gain direction concerning the many opportunities available to them in today's global economy.

A Business Internship program is designed to help students gain practical experience through on-the-job training in 
offices and retail establishments in the community.

B101 Computer Literacy
Computer Literacy is designed to help students with special needs acquire skills to be successful. Students will learn 

proper keyboarding technique and develop skill in operating the computer using various software packages. Document 
formatting procedures will be taught. Students learn word processing, spreadsheet applications, desktop publishing, 
presentation concepts, and basic web page design using the Microsoft Office Suite. English language skills are reinforced. 
Internet instruction is provided.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

B162 Computer Skills and Applications
Computer Skills and Applications is designed to allow students to master the use of essential computer software 

they will apply to hich school, college, and personal work. Proficient keying skill is developed. Students increase their 
computer productivity using the Microsoft Office Suite to produce memos, reports, tables, spreadsheets, graphs, and 
charts. Internet literacy and ethical use of technology is addressed. Application of basic English skills such as spelling, 
grammar, capitalization, and punctuation is reinforced. Students who complete this course and earn a B or higher may 
be eligible for college credit when completing this course and earn a B or higher may be eligible for college credit when 
completing advanced coursework at Harper College. (See College Now Credit program on page 9.)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B163 Advanced Computer Applications
Advanced Computer Applications uses the Microsoft Office Suite to complete advanced database, spreadsheet, word 

processing, desktop publishing, computer presentation, and integrated applications. Features such as merge, sort, labels, 
and templates are explored in the preparation of research papers, multi-page reports, letters, and presentations. Fonts, 
graphics, and color are combined in the development of desktop publishing documents. Students are expected to produce 
documents in acceptable business formats. Students successfully completing this course may be eligible to take a Microsoft 
Certified Application Specialist exam. Students who complete this course and earn a B or higher may be eligible for college 
credit when completing advanced coursework at Harper College. (See College Now Credit program on page 9.)
PREREQUISITE: B162 or B964 (Summer School) Computer Literacy
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B164 Advanced Computer Skills and Applications
This is a full-year course combining B162 Computer Skills and Applications and B163 Advanced Computer Applications. 

Students successfully completing this course may be eligible to take a Microsoft Certified Application Specialist exam. 
Students who complete this course and earn a B or higher may be eligible for college credit when completing advanced 
coursework at Harper College. (See College Now Credit Program on page 9.)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

B181 Introduction to Business
Introduction to Business is a combination of an introductory business course and consumer education. Students will 

develop a basic understanding of the relationship between businesses and consumers. Students complete projects that 
emphasize economic systems, business structures, money and banking, stocks and bonds, insurance, credit and taxation. 
This course meets the District 211/State requirement for Consumer Education. Placement in Introduction to Business 
is based on incoming placement scores.
LEVEL: 1,2 One year One unit

B184 Business Explorations
Business Explorations is a hands-on, instructional and project-based class designed to introduce students to a variety of 

topics associated with the business environment. This course provides the framework for understanding the development and 
structure of American business in a global market while getting students excited about the business world. Topics covered 
include management and business organization, human resource management, marketing, finance, accounting, computers, 
business law, and social responsibilities of business. Placement in Business Explorations is based on incoming placement scores.
LEVEL: 1,2 One year One unit

Business Education
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B201 Computer Literacy 2
Computer Literacy 2 is a full-year course offered to students who have successfully completed B101. Students will 

continue to improve skills that are essential for personal and career development. Students will use the Microsoft Office 
Suite to complete personal, educational, and business documents using and integrating word processing, spreadsheet, 
database, and presentation software. Fonts, graphics, and color are combined in development of desktop publishing 
documents. Students also are given an opportunity to experience voice recognition capabilities.
PREREQUISITE: B101 Computer Literacy and staff recommendation
LEVEL 2, 3, 4  One year One unit

B223 Sports and Entertainment Marketing
Sports and Entertainment Marketing is a course designed to teach marketing concepts through (applied to) the sports 

and entertainment industry. Students will learn and apply the functions of marketing through hands-on learning, group 
activities, and projects related to marketing concepts learned in class. Students will compose a marketing plan where 
they create a new product/service in the sports and entertainment industry and then apply target marketing strategies to 
produce promotions, find sponsors, create advertisements, and more. Guest speakers and a field trip enhance classroom 
instruction by sharing personal experience and informing students how to achieve a position in the sports and entertainment 
marketing industries.
LEVEL: 2,3,4  One-half year One-half unit

B224 Practices in Entrepreneurship (PIE)
This integrated, two-period class offers students the opportunity to  manage and operate a small business within the 

school. Students will acquire the skills necessary to become successful business managers and entrepreneurs, through in-class 
study of topics such as economics, management, marketing, and accounting and through hands-on application running 
a small business.
REQUIREMENT: Any foods course, concurrent enrollment in H224 Practices in Entrepreneurship (PIE)
LEVEL: 2,3,4  One semester One-half unit

B225 Practices in Entrepreneurship 2 (PIE) Independent Study
This two-period independent study class is a continuation of B224 and H224. Students will manage and operate a small 

business through exploration and inquiry of advanced business topics, mastering the skills acquired in B224 and H224.
REQUIREMENT: Successful completion of B224 and H224 Practices in Entrepreneurship (PIE), concurrent enrollment in
	  H224 Practices in Entrepreneurship (PIE) Independent Study
LEVEL: 2,3,4  One semester One-half unit

B232 Web Page Design
In this class, students plan, design, develop, and maintain professional, well-organized websites which incorporate custom 

graphics and animation. Students will be introduced to XHTML for a foundational understanding of web design, but will focus 
on web development utilizing Adobe's Creative Suite, including Dreamweaver, Fireworks, Photoshop, and Flash. Students will 
also learn how to post their websites through the use of a class web server, which provides the opportunity to experience the 
full realm of website management Students who complete this course and pass a competency test may be eligible for college 
credit at William Rainey Harper College. (See College Now Credit Program on Page 9)
PREREQUISITE: B162 Computer Skills and Applications
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B265 Desktop Publishing
Desktop Publishing is for the student who is interested in computer graphic design and the world of marketing and 

advertising. This class uses the most advanced features of Microsoft Word as well as Adobe Photoshop. Color psychology, 
page layout, font choice, graphic selection, and other desktop publishing principles ar reviewed. Students incorporate 
these principles while designing business cards, letterheads, envelopes, CD covers, flyers, advertisements, newsletters, 
certificates, calendars, and brochures. Successful students from this class may be eligible for to enroll in B366 Desktop 
Publishing Independent Study.
PREREQUISITE: B163 AdvancedComputer Applications or B164 AdvancedComputer Skills and Applications
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B267 Study Skills
Study Skills is designed to teach students effective student habits to be successful in high school and beyond. Personal 

learning styles will be analyzed in order to maximize learning across the curriculum. This course focuses on the development of 
time management, organizational skills, note-taking skills, test taking strategies, reading literacy, and content area study skills.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit
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B274 Business Media Production
Business Media Production is a course designed to create effective business presentations in a multimedia environment. 

Business Media Production focuses on the principles of integrated software tools to create presentations through the use 
of video, sound, photo, and text. Students research topics using the Internet and work with digital camcorders, cameras, 
scanners, and video and graphics editing software. Students develop skill in processing and presenting effective professional 
presentations combining communication skills, appropriate writing skills, and business marketing concepts. Software 
tools include Microsoft Movie Maker, PowerPoint, and Producer.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B285 Consumer Education
This required course exceeds state requirements for consumer education. Students will receive instruction in budgeting 

and savings and investing, credit, insurance, comparative shopping, banking, income taxes, advertising, and consumer 
protection.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B332 Business Internship
Business Internship is designed for students with career interests within the business industry. Students are given an 

opportunity to gain first-hand knowledge of business careers through on-the-job training provided in cooperation with 
local businesses. Classroom activities focus on general business concepts, career paths, communication skills, employer-
employee relations, and consumer-related topics. Students earn one unit of credit for the work experience and one unit 
of credit for the related class. This course meets the D211/State requirements for Consumer Education.
PREREQUISITE: Evidence of work with your counselor on career planning for the occupational focus or completion of high 

school course work related to your occupational goal and potential training stations. Department approval 
is required. Students must be 16 years of age or older.

LEVEL: 3,4 One year Two units

B352 Business Mathematics Applications
Students will receive extensive hands-on skill practice applying mathematics problems in real-life settings. Students 

will learn to use business forms and to keep personal and business records. Business transactions are completed using 
proper procedures and basic mathematical skills. Students who take this course will develop skills that are tested on the 
Prairie State WorkKeys Assessment.
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B366 Desktop Publishing Independent Study
Desktop Publishing Independent Study provides students with the opportunity to apply the skills acquired in B265 

Desktop Publishing to real-world applications. Students will produce documents for various school functions that include 
athletics, activities, music and drama, honors programs, etc. Students will have the opportunity to meet with coaches, 
teachers, and administrators to plan and create desktop publishing items. Students will further their development in using 
Microsoft Word, Photoshop, and peripheral equipment. 
PREREQUISITE: B265 Desktop Publishing and department approval 
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

B384 Business Management
Business Management provides a critical understanding of how business organizations operate and are managed – their 

goals, strategies, structures, environments, and the motivations and interests of the people involved. Students will analyze 
the management functions (planning, organizing, leading, staffing, controlling) and their implementation and integration 
within the business environment. This course will provide students with an opportunity to learn the skills necessary to lead 
companies through a constantly changing landscape. Through a variety of unique classroom projects, group discussions 
and lectures, students will take with them the skills to become a leader in the business world.
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B386 Accounting 1
Accounting will supply the college-bound students and those interested in the field of business with the tools necessary 

to succeed in accounting. Students will gain a basic understanding of accounting systems and procedures including the 
handling of cash and credit transactions, payroll, special journals, subsidiary ledgers, adjusting and closing entries, and the 
preparation of financial statements. Students will become familiar with computerized accounting software and Microsoft 
Excel. All students will benefit from learning the “language of business.” Students completing this course and B486 with 
a B or higher may be eligible for college credit at William Rainey Harper College. (See College Now Credit Program on 
page 9.)
PREREQUISITE: One year of mathematics (A,B,C)
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit
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B387 Business Law
Business Law is offered to students interested in the application of law to their personal lives and to business activities. 

Students study the administration of the law, various parts of a contract, termination, remedies, defenses for breach as 
well as real and personal property. Historical and current legal cases that cover constitutional, civil, criminal, and contract 
laws will be studied. Students demonstrate their knowledge of law and legal procedures by participating in mock trials. 
This course is recommended for students who are considering careers in law or business as well as those who seek a better 
understanding of the application of law to their personal lives.
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B403 Business Communications
Communication is of prime importance in business and in personal life. Business Communications builds on the 

students’ acquired foundation in English usage. Students review grammar, punctuation, and spelling and learn correct use 
of capitalization, abbreviations, and figures. Communication psychology is applied in composing personal and business 
communications. Business Communications may be taken for Business or English credit.
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

B486 Accounting 2
Accounting 2 emphasizes departmental and payroll accounting, updating accounts for adjustments, partnership and 

corporation accounting, accounting control systems, accounting for taxes, notes and drafts, automated systems, cost 
accounting, special problems in accounting for sales, and how management uses accounting data. Activities are completed 
using computerized accounting software and Microsoft Excel. Accounting 2 is designed for any student planning to continue 
the pursuit of a business or accounting program in college, as well as for those who have an interest in accounting careers 
upon high school graduation. Students completing this course and B386 with a B or higher may be eligible for college 
credit when completing coursework at William Rainey Harper College. (See Articulated Credit on page 9.)
PREREQUISITE: B386 Accounting 1
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit
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English Course Flowchart
 Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

E101
English 1
Level 1
1 Unit

E201
English 2
Level 2
1 Unit

E401
Modern World 

Literature
Level 4
1/2 Unit

E141
Reading Strategies I

Level 1
1 Unit

E241
Reading Strategies II

Level 2
1 Unit

E411
Communication Skills

Level 4
1/2 Unit

E102
English 1
Level 1
1 Unit

E202
English 2
Level 2
1 Unit

E302
English 3
Level 3
1 Unit

E336
American Studies

Level 3
1 Unit

Elective*

* Any elective listed on page 27 may be substituted for 
any 400 level course to meet graduation requirements. 
Electives also may be taken in addition to courses listed 
on this page.

E108
English 1
Level 1
1 Unit

E208
English 2
Level 2
1 Unit

E319
English 3
Level 3
1 Unit

E419
AP Literature/
Composition

Level 4
1 Unit

E341
Reading Improvement

Level 3, 4
1/2 Unit

E301
English 3
Level 3

E341
Reading Improvement

Level 3,4 
1/2 Unit

E331
American Studies

Level 3
1 Unit
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English Course Flowchart (cont.)

E203
Speech 1
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

E204
Speech 2
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

E303
Rhetoric of Cinema

Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

E305
Advanced Reading

Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

E205
Journalistic Writing 1

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

  Sophomore Junior Senior
  Junior Senior
  Senior

E207
Journalistic Writing 2

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

E307
Creative Composition

Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

E212
Dramatics
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

Electives

E341
Read Improvement

Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

E402
English Literature

Level 4
1/2 Unit

E403
Senior Composition

Level 4
1/2 Unit

E404
English Lit

Level 4
1/2 Unit

E405
Expository Composition

Level 4
1/2 Unit

E335
American Sign Language

Level 3-4
1 1/2 Units
(Offered at 

Harper College)

E214
Advanced Topics 

in Literature
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

E317
Advanced Creative

Composition
Level 3-4
1/2 Unit
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English is not only a discipline in itself, but also a necessary corollary to success in all subject areas. The communication skills of 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening are essential for meeting the economic, social, and cultural challenges in today’s society. 
To think clearly and creatively and to express ideas effectively are the responsibility of every human being. The goal of the English 
Department is to develop these skills to the fullest extent in all students.

In order to meet individual needs, the English Department places students in appropriate ability groups. Placement is 
based on standardized test scores, past achievement in English, and teacher recommendation. No placement, however, is 
final, and changes in a student’s assigned level may take place at any time performance warrants such a move.

In addition to the teaching of communications skills, the English Department feels a strong commitment to broaden 
each student’s understanding that literary works relate to their eras, that certain universal themes span history and that both 
factors have relevance to the individual today.

Students are engaged in reading and responding to short stories, novels, poems, essays, and plays. The goal is that students 
will gain an appreciation for literature and become lifelong readers and writers.

E100 English 1 (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
Basic communication skills are taught in this course with emphasis on reading and writing. Students are given added 

instruction in areas of individual needs. Functional and practical reading skills are emphasized.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1 One year One unit

E101 English 1
The course is designed to improve basic language skills in reading and writing. The writing program stresses the application 

of language skills in a variety of compositions. The reading program develops skill in recalling, summarizing, making predictions, 
and making inferences. Activities focus on reading strategies useful for a wide range of materials. High-interest materials 
are utilized at increasing levels of difficulty. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 1 One year One unit

E102 English 1
This course for freshmen includes the study of literature and extensive practice in writing. Literature studies involve analysis 

and appreciation of a variety of types and themes. The composition program stresses clarity, specificity, and creativity. The basic 
principles of the fine arts are introduced and integrated into the language arts curriculum. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 1 One year One unit

E104, E105, E106 English as a Second Language – Entry Level
This entering level consists of three courses designed to meet the needs of English language learners who have recently 

arrived with little or no English language skills. In this level, students will acquire listening comprehension, oral language, 
vocabulary, and basic reading and writing skills.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through district assessment and staff recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

E108 English 1
Students in this accelerated course are introduced to a variety of literary elements in different types of literature. Creativity 

is developed through class study of literature and independent study. The composition program includes experience in both 
creative and critical writing. The basic principles of the fine arts are introduced and integrated into the language arts curriculum. 
(NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 1 One year One unit

E110-E310 Reading (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
These courses offer the student basic reading skills. Students will work to increase vocabulary and comprehension. 

Instruction is individualized to meet each student’s needs.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3 One year One Credit

E111, E112, E113 English as a Second Language (ESL) – Beginner Level
This ESL course is designed to meet the needs of English language learners. This beginning level course is designed 

to meet the individual needs in speaking, listening, reading, writing, and the acculturation process.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through district assessment and staff recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year Up to three units

English
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E120 English
This course is designed to improve basic language skills in reading, listening, speaking, and writing. The class emphasizes 

vocabulary development and the mechanics of writing. 
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1 One year One unit

E121, E122 English as a Second Language – Intermediate Level
This ESL course is designed to meet the needs of English language learners. This intermediate level course focuses on 

building reading, writing, speaking, listening, and grammar skills.
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of E111, E112, and E113 or placement through district assessment and staff 

recommendation
LEVEL: 1, 2, 3, 4 One year Up to two units

E130-E630 English (Hoffman Estates High School Only)
These courses are designed for students with significant communication deficienceis. Students receive instruction in 

the area of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Social communication skills necessary for functioning within the 
community are emphasized. Students are given added instruction according to each student’s individual needs.
PREREQUISITE: Placement by staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1, 2,3,4 One year One unit

E131, E132 English as a Second Language – Advanced Level
This advanced ESL course is designed to meet the needs of English language learners. All language skills are practiced 

and refined with an emphasis on academic reading and writing.
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of E121 and E122 or placement through district assessment and staff recommendation
LEVEL: 1, 2, 3, 4 One year Up to two units

E141 Reading Strategies 1
This course is designed for students for whom the required English class alone is insufficient to meet their needs. Students 

will be given specific and individualized instruction to improve their reading skills. The course is to be taken concurrently 
with English 101. (The course credit does not apply towards the 4-credit English requirement for graduation.)
PREREQUISITE: Placement determined by the student’s score on the district reading placement test
LEVEL: 1 One year One unit

E151 English as a Second Language – Transitional Level
This transitional ESL course is designed to further the students’ development in English through intensive listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. This course is designed to transition English language learners into mainstream English classes.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff recommendation and/or successful completion of E131 and E132
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

E190, E290, E390 Reading Improvement
These courses utilize the Direct Instruction model to improve reading decoding, expand vocabulary, and increase 

comprehension skills.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3 One year One unit each

E200 Vocational English (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
This course is designed as an extension of E100 English. Vocational English emphasizes the practical application of 

the communications skills acquired in E100 English.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 2 One year One unit

E201 English 2
This course is structured for the student whose skills are below grade level. English 201 focuses on furthering students’ 

development in reading, writing, and speaking. Students improve their comprehension and vocabulary skills. Basic analysis 
of fiction and nonfiction is developed and writing assignments stem from the readings studied and personal experience. 
Students also have an opportunity to develop effective oral communication skills. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E100 English 1 or E101 English 1 or E102 English 1 with department recommendation
LEVEL: 2 One year One unit
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E202 English 2
The study of literature by either types or themes is continued at the sophomore level. The writing program focuses on various 

types of compositions. Concentrated units in speech and communication are part of the work at this level. The principles of the 
fine arts are introduced and integrated with the language arts curriculum. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E101 English 1 with department recommendation or E102 English 1 or E108 English 1
LEVEL: 2 One year One unit

E203 Speech 1
Speech 1 strengthens oral communication skills which will help the student in future life. Emphasis is placed on gaining 

confidence before a group, listening, organizing ideas and persuading an audience. Students participate in a variety of exercises, 
including informative and persuasive speeches. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 2,3,4  One-half year One-half unit

E204 Speech 2
Speech 2 continues to strengthen skills learned in Speech 1. In addition, the course concentrates on group dynamics and 

discussion, debate, interpretation, advertising, and radio and television production. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E203 Speech 1 (A,B,C)
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

E205 Journalistic Writing 1
Journalistic Writing 1 focuses on the process of developing writing skills through systematic instruction in producing 

newspaper articles such as news, features, sports, and editorials which adhere to the techniques and principles of journalistic 
writing. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: English (A,B,C)
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

E207 Journalistic Writing 2
Journalistic Writing 2 is a course for the student who wants additional journalism experience. The course focuses on advanced 

news and feature writing, specialized sports writing, and critical editorial writing. Classroom instruction highlights writing for 
print and electronic media, as well as advanced layout and design. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E205 Journalistic Writing 1 (A,B,C) or recommendation of the journalistic writing teacher
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

E208 English 2
This accelerated course examines a variety of demanding literary works from a number of perspectives. The writing program 

emphasizes analysis and argumentation. The third major focus of the course is the development of the student’s speaking 
abilities through formal and informal speeches. The principles of the fine arts are introduced and integrated with the language 
arts curriculum. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E108 English 1 (A,B) or E102 English 1 with department recommendation
LEVEL: 2 One year One unit

E212 Dramatics
Dramatics provides an overview of and participation in the major areas of theater: pantomime, interpretation, 

improvisation, acting, play production, criticism, and theater history. Students apply their skills in various exercises and 
assignments within each unit. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: English 1 (A,B,C) or department recommendation
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

E214 Advanced Topics in Literature
This reading-intensive course develops comprehension and fluency through encounters with literature focused on 

a central topic, yet representing a variety of themes, concepts, eras, and ideas. Through writing assignments and class 
discussion in response to literature, students also will develop their ability to think, speak, and write with clarity and 
insight. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E101 English 1 with department recommendation or E102 English 1 or E108 English 1
LEVEL: 2,3,4  One-half unit

E220 English 2
This course is an extension of E120 English 1. The course emphasizes increased reading and practical writing skills. 

The writing program focuses on outlining, paragraph structure, and essay development.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 2 One year One unit
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E241 Reading Strategies 2
This course is designed for students for whom the required English class alone is insufficient to meet their needs. 

Students will be given specific and individualized instruction to improve their reading skills. The course is to be taken 
concurrently with the first semester of English 201. E241 Reading 2 course credit does not apply toward the 4-credit 
English requirement for graduation.
PREREQUISITE: Placement determined by the student’s scores on the district reading placement test and the district reading 

assessment
LEVEL: 2 One year One unit

E300 Business English (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
This course teaches the keeping of accurate and readable business records. Students learn to record their own financial 

transactions. Basic clerical skills are taught. Course topics include checking, savings, and credit forms and procedures. 
Reading improvement is emphasized.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit

E301 English 3
This course emphasizes reading comprehension and written communication. A variety of American literature selections 

will be read, interpreted, and discussed. Writing assignments focus on course material, as well as personal experience. The 
principles of the fine arts are integrated into the language arts curriculum. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E201 English 2 or E220 English 2 or E202 English 2 with department recommendation
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit

E302 English 3
This course includes extensive work on both writing and the study of American literature. Students will be encouraged 

to think critically and to write logically. They will learn research skills, complete a research project, and write informative, 
analytical, and persuasive compositions based on literature studied as well as personal experience. The principles of the 
fine arts are integrated into the language arts curriculum. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E201 English 2 with department recommendation or E202 English 2 or E208 English 2
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit

E303 The Rhetoric of Cinema
This course focuses on film as literature. In addition to studying the literary elements of plot, theme, tone, point 

of view, style, symbolism, irony, characterization, and setting, the emphasis is on writing, reading, and speaking about 
cinema while learning to understand and analyze this visual medium through the principles of film language and rhetoric, 
applicable concepts from politics, art, literature, music, sociology, psychology, history, critical approaches, and genres. 
(NCAA Core Course) 
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

E305 Advanced Reading
Advanced Reading is a course designed for students reading at grade level or above. It provides them with skills 

necessary for success in college. Emphasis is on higher-level comprehension, vocabulary, study skills, and reading speed. 
(NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E202 English 2 or E208 English 2 or department recommendation
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

E307 Creative Composition
This course is designed for students who want to develop their skill and talent in writing creatively. Students learn to 

recognize and use techniques such as description, characterization and narration as they progress from specific assignments 
to independent creative compositions. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E202 English 2 (A,B,C) or E208 English 2 or department recommendation
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

E317 Advanced Creative Composition
This course is designed for students who want to further their skills as creative writers. Students write works of short 

fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, drama, and screenplays. Publication is an integral part of the curriculum with students 
encouraged to submit their writing to various contests and the school literary magazine. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E307 Creative Composition (A,B,C) or department recommendation
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit
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E319 Advanced Placement Language and Composition
This honors course emphasized college-level language and composition. The student is prepared to enter college 

with a strong English background. Students are encouraged to take the Language and Composition Advanced Placement 
Examination of the College Entrance Examination Board. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E208 English 2 (A,B) or E202 English 2 with department recommendation
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit

E320 English 3
This course is an extension of E220 English 2. The emphasis is on reading comprehension and writing skills. The 

writing program focuses on multi-paragraph essays and the editing process. Reading and writing skills are improved 
through lessons pertaining to literature with an historical focus.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit

E329 Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 
	    (Hoffman Estates High School Only)

This honors course emphasizes college-level composition and literature. The student is prepared to enter college with 
a strong English background. Students are encouraged to take the Literature and Composition Advanced Placement 
Examination of the College Entrance Examination Board. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E208 English 2 (A, B) or E202 English 2 with department recommendation
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit

E331 American Studies –– English
This course combines the study of American Literature and United States History and fulfills the requirement for 

third‑year English. This course is team taught by teachers from the English Department and the Social Studies Department. 
Students must be enrolled concurrently in E331 and G331 History. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E201 English 2 or E202 English 2 with department recommendation
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit

E335 American Sign Language
This course begins training for those interested in becoming certified to perform this service. The entire 40-hour 

college program prepares students to take the written and performance test for national certification. Upon successful 
completion students will earn one and one-half units of high school credit and eight college credits. This course is offered 
on the Harper College campus and transportation is provided. (The course credit does not apply toward the four-year 
English requirement for graduation.)
PREREQUISITE: Minimum GPA of 3.00 and strong English skills.
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One and one-half unit

E336 American Studies — English
American Studies offers the student an opportunity to examine the question, “What is an American?” By studying 

America’s history, literature, music, art, and architecture, the student can discover what makes him or her special as an 
American. This course combines a chronological or thematic study of United States history and American literature and 
fulfills the requirements for junior English and United States History. Students must be enrolled concurrently in E336 
and G336. The principles of the fine arts are integrated into the language arts curriculum. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E202 English 2 or E208 English 2 or department recommendation
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit (Double class)

E341 Reading Improvement
Reading Improvement is designed for students reading below grade level. The course concentrates on reading skills needed 

by students who intend to enter the working world or pursue further education. In addition to increasing comprehension 
and vocabulary skills, the course aims at developing an appreciation for reading as a lifelong activity. (Juniors who have 
not met the District minimum reading requirement must take this course concurrently with E301 English 3).
PREREQUISITE: E200 English 2 or E201 English 2 or E220 English 2 or E290 English 2 or department recommendation
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

E400 Practical English (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
This course is an extension of E300 Business English and provides continuing practice in all communication skills. 

Instruction is individualized to meet each student’s needs.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit
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E401 Modern World Literature
This course helps students develop a better understanding of various cultures through literature and writing. Literature 

from around the world is introduced. Activities concentrate on exploration of common cultural values. (NCAA Core 
Course)
PREREQUISITE: E301 English 3 or E331 American Studies–English or E302 English 3 or E336 American Studies English 	

 with department recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

E402 English Literature Survey
This course will help students develop an awareness of the history and development of primarily English literature. Discussion 

focuses on the themes, style, structure, and language of works of Britain’s major writers. Writing emphasizes analysis of literature. 
(NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E302 English 3 or E336 American Studies–English (D, or C with department recommendation)
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

E403 Senior Composition
Students in this course will concentrate on improving writing skills. Emphasis will be on research. Instruction will 

focus on organization, unity and accuracy. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E302 English 3 or E336 American Studies–English (D, or C with department recommendation)
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

E404 English Literature Survey
This course will help college-bound students develop an awareness of the history and development of English literature. 

Discussion focuses on the themes, style, structure, and language of works of Britain’s major writers. Writing emphasizes 
critical thinking and analysis of literature. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E302 English 3 or E336 American Studies–English (A,B,C), E308 English 3 or department recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

E405 Expository Composition
Students in this course develop writing skills, concentrating on organization, unity, and accuracy in expressing ideas. 

After instruction on how to conduct research and report the findings, students will write a research paper. This course 
should be given special consideration by every student who plans to go to college. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E302 English 3 or E336 American Studies–English (A,B,C), E308 English 3 or department 	 	

recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

E411 Communication Skills
Focusing on writing, reading, speaking, and listening, this course aims at developing communications skills useful in 

contemporary society. The writing program emphasizes effective written communication for a variety of purposes and 
includes a short research project. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E301 English 3 or E331 American Studies–English or E302 English 3 or E336 American Studies–	 	

  English with department recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

E419 Advanced Placement Literature & Composition
This honors course emphasizes college-level composition and literature. The student is prepared to enter college with 

a strong English background. Students are encouraged to take the Literature and Composition Advanced Placement 
Examination of the College Entrance Examination Board. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E319 English 3 (A,B) or E302 English 3 or E336 American Studies with department recommendation 
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

E420 English 4
This senior-level course is designed to increase students’ skills in the areas of word usage, reading comprehension, and 

writing. Individual objectives are developed for each student.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit
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E429 Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
	 (Hoffman Estates High School Only)

This honors course emphasizes college-level language and composition. The student is prepared to enter college with 
a strong English background. Students are encouraged to take the Language and Composition Advanced Placement 
Examination of the College Entrance Examination Board. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E329 AP Literature and composition (A, B) or E302/E336 with department recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

E490 Reading 4
This course is a continuation of the work begun in the E190, E290, and E 390 courses. Continued drill and practice 

is given in the areas of word recognition, vocabulary development, reading comprehension and practical study skills. 
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

E500 Practical English II (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
This course continues the practical application of communication skills taught in E400. Instruction is individualized 

to meet the student’s needs.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

E600 Life Skills Survival English (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
This course is the last class offered to students who require continued instruction in very basic survival and life skills 

in reading and communication. Instruction is individualized to meet the student’s needs.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 4+ One year One credit
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H171
Intro to Life Studies

Level 1-4
1 Unit

H243**
Consumer Management

Level 2-4*
1/2 Unit

H452**
HERO Co-op

Level 4*
2 Units

H173
Life Studies
Level 1-4

1 Unit

 Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

H266
Foods

Level 1-4
1/2 or 1 Unit

H267
Foods

Level 1-4
1/2 or 1 Unit

H276
Fashion
Level 1-4

1/2 or 1 Unit

H277
Fashion
Level 2-4

1/2 or 1 Unit

H253
Child Development

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

H254*
Preschool Lab

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

W473
Fashion Career Practicum

Level 4
1/2 Unit

(Offered at 
Harper College)

Family & Consumer Sciences Flowchart

Junior

*Prerequisite required.

**Meets the District 211/State 
   requirement for Consumer
   Education.

H345
Child Education and 

Family Studies
Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

H346
Living on Your Own

Level 3-4
1/2 Unit

H352**
HERO Co-op

Level 3-4 (Approval)
2 Units

H453/H454/H455
Education Internship
Level 3-4 (Approval)

1-2 Units

H456/H457
Preschool Lab Ind. Study

Level 3-4 (Approval)
1/2 or 1 Unit

H466/H467
Foods Ind. Study

Level 3-4 (Approval)
1/2 or 1 Unit

H476/H477
Fashion Ind. Study

Level 3-4 (Approval)
1/2 or 1 Unit

H482/H483
Design Ind. Study

Level 3-4 (approval)
1/2 or 1 unit

H333*
Chemistry of Foods

Level 3-4
2 Units

H244
Housing/Interior Design

Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

H446/H447
Interior Design 

Ind. Study
Level 3-4 (approval)

1/2 or 1 unit

H224*
Practices in 

Entrepreneurship (PIE)
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

H225*
Practices in 

Entrepreneurship II (PIE)
Level 2-4
1/2 Unit

Off-Campus Courses

W365/366 Pro Start	 (Harper College)

W485 - Pro Start	 (Harper College)
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Family and Consumer Science courses are designed for all students. These courses emphasize the understanding of 
self and others, management of resources, personal and professional productivity, and career exploration.

The following courses are arranged for students interested in each program area; however, courses may be taken in 
any order as long as prerequisites are met.

H171 Introduction to Life Studies
This course is designed to specifically address needs of a unique population. Students will receive instruction in the areas 

of personal independence, consumer decision making, life and home management skills, and personal skill development. 
There is an emphasis on individual written and spoken language development in regard to daily living skills.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

H173 Life Studies
This course is designed to build and strengthen a student’s interest and background in the fundamental areas of Family 

and Consumer Sciences. Areas covered are food preparation, fitness, and nutrition; the care of children and the workings 
of family; fashion and interior design and clothing construction; and personality development, self-esteem development, 
and personal image. Group and laboratory activities are emphasized during each semester.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

H224 PIE (Practices in Entrepreneurship) 
This integrated class offers students an opportunity to use their culinary skills in a practical business application. 

Students who enroll in this two-period connected class will learn the skills required to start and manage a small business. 
Students will apply economic, management, marketing, accounting, and business law concepts in a bakery/coffee shop 
scenario.
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of at least one semester of a Foods course or departmental approval
REQUIREMENT: Concurrent enrollment in B224 PIE (Practices in Entrepreneurship)
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

H243 Consumer Management
Consumer Management exceeds the state consumer education requirements. Students will learn how to be responsible 

when managing money, time and energy in today’s changing market place. Individual interests and needs are considered 
as students learn to manage their resources and cope with common consumer issues.
PREREQUISITE: Completion of one unit of Family and Consumer Sciences
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

H244 Housing/Interior Design
Students will learn about the many aspects of housing and interior design for personal or professional use. Factors 

which influence housing, reading and evaluating floor plans, furniture selection, the treatment of floors and windows, 
and the elements and principles of design will be covered in this introductory course. Career opportunities in related 
fields are explored. 
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

H253 Child Development
This course is designed for students interested in examining the broad spectrum of child development theory. Various 

philosophies, along with current research, will be used to present the areas of physical, social, emotional, and intellectual 
development, prenatal to age five. Through discussion, critique and research, class activities will add direction and focus 
to career opportunities in the field of child development. Students completing this course and H254 with a B or higher 
may be eligible for college credit when completing advanced coursework at William Rainey Harper College. (See College 
Now Credit Program on page 9.)
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

Family & Consumer Sciences
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H254 Preschool Lab
This course provides the student an opportunity to apply the information presented in the child development class. 

Working in an actual preschool lab setting, students are provided the chance to work with children ages 3-1/2 to 5 years. 
Students fulfill the role of “teacher” and are responsible for the planning, implementation, and evaluation of lessons. 
Students completing this course and H253 with a B or higher may be eligible for college credit when completing advanced 
coursework at William Rainey Harper College. (See College Now Credit Program on page 9.)
PREREQUISITE: H253 Child Development and/or Department approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

H266 Foods
Students learn that cooking starts with planning and preparation and ends with serving, tasting, presentation, and evaluation. Units 

include: pastries, vegetables, poultry, breads, rice/pasta, dairy, and nutrition. Our students gain a variety of skills through the practical 
application of reading, measuring, teamwork, and individual creativity. During second semester, students will learn to plan and prepare 
various meals. Emphasis will focus on regional foods of the United States, soups and appetizers, special equipment, and careers. 
Students completing this course and H267 with a B or higher may be eligible for college credit when completing advanced coursework 
at William Rainey Harper College. 
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One semester/One year One-half unit/One unit

H267 Foods
This class starts with planning and preparation of food and ends with serving, tasting, presentation, and evaluation. Students 

apply a variety of skills through the practical application of reading, measuring, teamwork, and individual creativity. Units include 
meats, eggs, seafood, cakes, fruit, and special diets. During second semester, students will explore the exciting areas of gourmet and 
multicultural food experiences through laboratory preparation and research activities. A quantity food production experience will 
introduce students to the food service industry. Students completing this course and H266 with a B or higher may be eligible for 
college credit when completing advanced coursework at William Rainey Harper College. 
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One semester/One year One-half unit/One unit

H276 Fashion
This course is designed for beginning students interested in fashion. Working with computerized sewing machines, 

students are placed in an independent environment with semester project requirements. Emphasis is placed on creativity, 
fabric and pattern design, and illustration. Professional sewing machines are available for the students’ use. Options for 
the year include a fashion show, quilting activities, design contests, and career opportunities in the fashion industry. Most 
equipment is supplied except for personal project expenses.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One semester/One year One-half unit/One unit

H277 Fashion
This course is designed for experienced students interested in fashion. Working with computerized sewing machines, 

students are placed in an independent environment with semester project requirements. Emphasis is placed on creativity, 
fashion design and merchandising, special fabrics, and advertising. Options for the year include color analysis, fashion 
show production, quilting design, and illustration and design contests. Work opportunities are experienced through guest 
speakers from the Chicago fashion industry. Most equipment is supplied except for personal project expenses.
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of H276 Fashion and/or department approval.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One semester/One year One-half unit/One unit

H333 Chemistry of Foods (Schaumburg, Palatine, and William Fremd High Schools Only)
Chemistry of Foods provides students the opportunity to participate in food preparation while learning the scientific 

basis of the chemical and biological processes involved in the culinary arts. Students completing this course will attain 
Food Safety Certification status by building on and applying the concepts of food preparation and bacteriology. This 
course will provide guided practice and certification for the student who is choosing the profession, while providing an 
overview of the restaurant industry for the student who is still expanding their horizons. Students will apply what they 
learn through participation in an in-house restaurant/catering component. The class meets two consecutive periods, and 
is team taught by teachers from the Family and Consumer Sciences and Science departments. Students enrolled in the 
course will have a common lunch period to allow for flexibility on production days. 
PREREQUISITE: 2 years of Science, and 1 year of Foods (H266 or H267) and concurrent enrollment in S333 One unit 
LEVEL: 3,4	  (double class)
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H345 Child Education and Family Studies
This course continues the study of child development beyond the preschool years. Units of instruction will focus 

on current issues and challenges facing parents and families. This course allows for the further observation and study of 
children and will strengthen the background of students interested in this career area. Students will have the opportunity 
to participate in computerized infant simulation.
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

H346 Living on Your Own
This course will help students adapt to living independently on a college campus or in a work setting following high 

school graduation. Topics include: basic nutrition, food preparation, wardrobe selection and care, personal finance, living 
arrangements, relationships, communication, personal safety, time/study management, and college and vocational services.
LEVEL: 3,4 One semester One-half unit

H352, H452 High School Education for Related Occupations 1 & 2
(Students also must enroll in H362, H372, or H382 Work Experience)

H.E.R.O. fulfills a student’s need to obtain training in the world of work while developing skills in both employee/
employer relationships and living as an independent consumer. The first year of this program satisfies the State/District 
211 Consumer Education requirement.

Students may enroll in H.E.R.O. for one or two years. This program provides opportunities for on-the-job instruction 
related to Family and Consumer Sciences. On-the-job training may include work in care and guidance of children, 
fashion merchandising, clothing, food services or production, health occupations, and other personal and public service 
occupations. Daily classroom activities are designed to assist students with job adjustment, learning to be a responsible 
consumer, career planning, and independent study relating to each student’s occupational interest. In the second year of 
the program, a training plan is developed which builds on skills learned the previous year.
PREREQUISITE: Career planning with couselor, department approval; H352 is a prerequisite for H452. Students must be 

16 tyears of age or older.
LEVEL: 3,4 One or two years Two units per year

H453, H454, H455 Education Internship
Education Internship has been developed in cooperation with School Districts 54 and 15. Students enrolling in this 

course should have an interest in working with children and adolescents and will explore careers in the field of education, 
psychology, and social services. They also must accept the responsibility of good citizenship, regular attendance, and 
cooperation in working closely with a supervising teacher to carry out a variety of classroom tasks and activities. Students 
may elect to intern at the elementary or high school level.
PREREQUISITE: Department approval; application process; H253 Child Development and H254 Pre-School Lab are 

recommended
LEVEL: 3,4 One year Two units on the Elementary Level
  One to two units on the High School Level

Family and Consumer Sciences Independent Study
(H446-H447 Interior Design; H456-457 Preschool Lab; H466-467 Foods; H476-477 Fashion; H482-483 Design; H225 
PIE)

Students who are interested in exploring a specific Family and Consumer Sciences discipline are provided the opportunity 
to pursue an in-depth study of the special interest area. Students work with the instructor to plan and complete individual 
projects based on the student’s interest and career goals. Students completing H476-477 or H482-483 with a B or higher 
may be eligible for college credit when completing advanced coursework at William Rainey Harper College. (See College 
Now Credit Program on page 9.)
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of course sequence and department approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One Semester/One year One-half unit/ One unit
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All freshmen in High School District 211 enroll in a mathematics course. Placement at the freshman level is determined 
by entrance test scores and junior high school performance. A second year of mathematics is taken during the sophomore 
year and additional mathematics courses are required until the student successfully completes a 300-level course.

Freshmen who have successfully completed junior high school algebra may be placed in M217 Plane and Solid Geometry 
or M218 Accelerated Plane and Solid Geometry. Other freshmen may be placed in M117 Algebra 1, M114 Algebra 1, M113 
Algebra I, M111 Introduction to Secondary Mathematics, M120 Essential Mathematics, or M100 Applied Mathematics 1.

A student who fails to meet the grade prerequisite for any course must repeat the requisite course to improve the grade 
in order to proceed to the next sequential course.

College-bound students are encouraged to complete four years of mathematics, including trigonometry.
The Mathematics Departments of High School District 211 provide honors and accelerated programs which allow 

students to complete up to three semesters of calculus leading to Advanced Placement examinations. Advanced Placement 
testing in computer science (JAVA) and statistics also are available.

M100 Basic Mathematical Applications
This course is designed to teach students basic computational and money skills to increase the student’s independence 

in the community. Money skills, whole number operations, time, and calculator usage are emphasized.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation.
LEVEL: 1,2 One year One unit

M111 Introduction to Secondary Mathematics
This course reinforces arithmetic skills, as their mastery is essential for continued study of mathematics. Pre-Algebra 

skills of variable recognition, signed numbers, formulas, and single variable equations are introduced as well as beginning 
geometry topics.
LEVEL: 1,2 One year One unit

M113 Algebra 1
This course reinforces skills needed for achieving middle/junior high school mathematics benchmarks of Illinois 

Learning Standards as well as the fundamental principles of algebra. Pre-algebra skills of variable recognition, signed 
numbers, formulas, and single variable equations are introduced as well as beginning geometry topics. Algebraic symbolism, 
simplifying expressions, solutions to elementary equations, and the graphic representations associated with variables will 
be introduced. (NCAA Core Course, 1 unit)
PREREQUISITE: Acceptable performance on the entrance examination or department approval
LEVEL: 1,2,3 One year Two units

M114 Algebra 1
This course introduces students to the fundamental principles of algebra. Algebraic symbolism, simplifying expressions, 

solutions to elementary equations, and the graphic representations associated with variables will be introduced. (NCAA 
Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Acceptable performance on the entrance examination or department approval.
LEVEL: 1,2,3 One year One unit

M117 Algebra 1
This course introduces students to the fundamental principles of algebra. Algebraic symbolism, simplifying expressions, 

solutions to equations, and the graphic representations associated with variables are among the course topics. This course 
emphasizes the algebraic processes applied to word problems. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Acceptable performance on entrance examination
LEVEL: 1 One year One unit

Mathematics
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M130-M630 Mathematics (Community-Based, Hoffman Estates High School Only)
These courses are designed for student with significant communication deficits. Emphasis is placed on using 

mathematics within the community and real-life situations while demonstrating appropriate behaviors and utilizing effective 
communication skills. Student apply themselves in the areas of self care, domestic skills, recreation and entertainment, 
social skills, community involvement, and vocational skills. Functional mathematics skills of number writing/recognition, 
money skills, time skills, calculator skills, basic operations, and measurement skills are emphasized. Students are given 
added instruction according to each student’s individualized needs.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year Two units

M147 Advanced Algebra 1
This accelerated course is a comprehensive study of algebra including algebraic symbolism, simplifying expressions, 

solutions to equations, and graphic representations associated with variables. The course will also include advanced 
techniques of graphing, solving equations and inequities, and functions in preparation for M248 Advanced Geometry 
and M247 Advanced Trigonometry. This course requires a graphing calculator. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Acceptable performance on entrance exam
LEVEL: 1 One year One and one-half units

M170 Essential Mathematics
This course reinforces arithmetic skills aligned to the state’s performance indicators with emphasis on number 

operation, patterns, ratios, proportions, and estimation. Pre-algebra skills of variable recognition, formulas, and single 
variable equations are introduced as well as beginning Geometry concepts such as points, lines, planes, and space.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1 One year One unit

M212 Applications of Mathematics
This course reinforces the skills needed for achieving the high school mathematics benchmarks of the Illinois Learning 

Standards. A combination of algebra 1 and geometry topics, as specified by the ACT Pathways score ranges 13-15, will 
be targeted as well as WorkKey style questions of Level 3 and 4.
PREREQUISITE: M114, M113
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

M214 Plane and Solid Geometry
This study of geometry involves studying the axioms and theorems that relate points, lines, planes, and solids. An 

overview of plane and solid geometry is presented through geometric constructions, measurement formulas, and limited 
writing of formal proofs. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M113 Algebra, M114 Algebra 1, or M117 Algebra 1 (D)
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

M217 Plane and Solid Geometry
This comprehensive study of plane and solid geometry includes constructions, formulas for measurement, and 

formal proofs. It is based on the axioms and theorems that relate points, lines, planes, and solids. Algebraic techniques 
are integrated into the solution of many geometric problems. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M117 Algebra 1 (A,B,C) or acceptable performance on Algebra examinations
LEVEL: 1, 2 One year One unit

M218 Accelerated Plane and Solid Geometry
This accelerated course is a comprehensive study of plane and solid geometry including constructions, formulas 

for measurement and formal proofs. It is based on the axioms and theorems that relate points, lines, planes, and solids. 
Many of the topics are covered in great depth, especially area and volume of solids. Additional emphasis is placed on the 
integration of algebraic techniques in solving geometric problems. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: High performance on Algebra examinations or department approval
LEVEL: 1,2 One year One unit
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M328 Accelerated Algebra 2
This accelerated course is designed for students who have an excellent knowledge of algebra and geometry. M328 

Accelerated Algebra 2 briefly reviews concepts presented in earlier course work and then rigorously expands and applies 
them to other areas of mathematics. In addition, selected topics from pre-calculus are studied. The ideas presented in 
this course involve advanced techniques of graphing and solving equations and inequalities and prepares students to take 
M439 Trigonometry/Calculus A. This course requires a graphing calculator. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M218 (A,B) or department approval
LEVEL: 1,2,3 One year One unit

M348 Advanced Algebra 2/PreCalculus
This accelerated course rigorously expands upon the study of advanced techniques of graphing, solving equations and 

inequalities, functions (including circular and periodic functions), and trigonometric identities. Students will apply their 
skills to series and sequences, probability, statistics, limits, and derivative in preparation for M459 Advanced Placement 
Calculus ABC. This course requires a graphing calculator. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M248 and M247
LEVEL: 3 One year One and one-half units
M359 Advanced Placement Computer Science

The JAVA language allows the programmer to process data as well as perform mathematical calculations. In Advanced 
Placement Computer Science, data structures, programming algorithms, and structured programming are used. Students 
are expected to use analytical thinking in solving problems and use top-down design methods in developing programs. 
PREREQUISITE: Completion of M218 Accelerated Plane and Solid Geometry, or M317 Algebra 2; or M256 Computer 

Programming; A Multimedia Approach (A,B) with concurrent enrollment in M317 Algebra 2
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

M370 Consumer Mathematics
This course targets consumer math skills used in everyday situations such as paying taxes, purchasing a car, investing 

and managing a household. A full year in this course meets the state of Illinois requirement for consumer education and 
prepares students for the WorkKeys portion of the PSAE.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 3, 4 One year One unit

M408 Advanced Trigonometry and Pre-Calculus
This advanced course is designed to create a foundation of knowledge needed for success in an advanced placement 

math course senior year. In the study of trigonometry, the student will apply algebra and geometry skills to circular and 
periodic functions with applications. In the study of pre-calculus students will apply their skills to series and sequences, 
probability, statistics, limits, and derivatives in preparation for M419 AP Statistics adn M449 AP Calculus AB. This course 
requires a graphing calculator. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M308 with department approval
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit

M414 Trigonometry, Probability, and Statistics
This course introduces basic concepts of trigonometry including the six basic functions and their graphs, their inverse 

functions and the laws of sines and cosines. Also included will be probability, graph interpretation, and measures of central 
tendency. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M314 Algebra 2
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

M417 Trigonometry and PreCalculus
In the study of trigonometry, the student applies algebra and geometry skills to circular and periodic functions and 

rotational velocity. Many of the topics studied are developed as an extension of concepts introduced in earlier courses as 
a preparation for calculus. This course requires a graphing calculator. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M317 Algebra 2 (A,B,C)
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit
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M419 Advanced Placement Statistics
The study of statistics is now a requirement for many university majors. Students in this class will perform statistical 

tests on data sets using technology in order to organize, analyze, and predict outcomes. This course will follow the guidelines of the 
Advanced Placement Statistics program. Students are encouraged to take the Advanced Placement exam of the College Entrance 
Examination Board. This course requires use of a computer and graphing calculator. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M328 (with concurrent enrollment in M439), or M408, M417, or M317 (with concurrent enrollment in M417), 

(A,B,C)
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

M439 Trigonometry - Calculus A
In the study of trigonometry, the student applies algebra and geometry skills to circular and periodic functions and 

rotational velocity. Additional time is spent on extending the trigonometry identities in the first semester. The second semester 
study of calculus is no longer limited to those preparing for careers in mathematics and the sciences. The need and demand 
for students in business and social studies who can design procedures, predict and relate the principles of higher mathematics 
are increasing dramatically. This course emphasizes the applications of differentiation. It is the first of three semesters of 
college-level calculus and satisfies the requirements for the first semester of calculus suggested by the Advanced Placement 
Program of the College Entrance Examination Board. This course requires use of a graphing calculator. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M328 Accelerated Algebra 2 (A,B) or department approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

M447 Calculus
The study of calculus is no longer limited to those preparing for careers in mathematics and sciences. This course 

emphasizes the skills of differentiation and integration. These students will not qualify for the Calculus AB Advanced 
Placement Examination. This course requires a graphing calculator. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M417 Trigonometry and Pre-Calculus 
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

M449 Advanced Placement Calculus AB
The study of calculus is no longer limited to those preparing for careers in mathematics and the sciences. The need 

and demand for students in business and social studies who can design procedures, predict, and relate the principles of 
higher mathematics are increasing dramatically. This course emphasizes the various types and applications of differentiation 
and integration. Students are encouraged to take the Calculus AB Advanced Placement Exam of the College Entrance 
Examination Board. This course requires use of a graphing calculator. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M328 Accelerated Algebra 2 (A,B) and Trigonometry, M417 Trigonometry, and Pre-Calculus (A), or M408
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

M459 Advanced Placement Calculus ABC
This accelerated course is the high school equivalent to two semesters of college-level calculus. The student is prepared 

to enter college with a strong calculus background. Students are encouraged to take the Calculus BC Advanced Placement 
Exam. This course requires a graphing calculator. (NCAA Pending)
PREREQUISITE: M348
LEVEL: 4 One year One and one-half units
M479 Advanced Placement Calculus BC

This course emphasizes applications of differentiation and integration in relationship to topics from trigonometry 
and college algebra. Calculus BC concludes the three-semester high school equivalent to two semesters of college-level 
calculus. The student is prepared to enter college with a strong calculus background. Students are encouraged to take the 
Calculus BC Advanced Placement Exam of the College Entrance Examination Board. This course requires a graphing 
calculator. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: M439 Trigonometry-Calculus A
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit
M579 Multivariable Calculus/Differential Equations

This course covers multivariable calculus and differential equations. Students will study three-dimensional vectors, solid 
analytic geometry, vector-valued functions, partial derivatives, multiple integrals, line integrals, Green's theorem, surface 
integrals, divergence theorem, and Stoke's theorem. Additionally, students will study solutions of first order differential 
equations, linear differential equations, special second order equations, and series solutions. This course requires a  graphing 
calculator. (NCAA Pending)
PREREQUISITE: M479 Trigonometry-Calculus A
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit
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Music in Township High School District 211 emphasizes group performance activities. Large ensemble experiences are offered 
at various levels in Band, Orchestral, and Choral music. Participation in these groups fosters individual musical proficiency 
while encompassing rudiments of music, music tradition (history), as well as encouraging positive group dynamics.

Education in music promotes development of the whole student and offers each an opportunity to intellectualize in 
a subjective manner. Through music study, students gain knowledge, skills, and understanding that will enable them to 
participate productively as individual and group members in the work place and community at large.

Performance groups meet daily during a regularly scheduled school hour. In addition, orchestra directors schedule 
required evening rehearsals to prepare for major concerts. Participants in all three disciplines are expected to perform 
scheduled concerts outside the regular school day as a mandatory part of the curriculum.

In instrumental music, larger, more costly instruments are provided by the district. In addition, uniforms and robes 
are also provided. For those where no provision has been made, the director may ask individuals to purchase apparel. 
In cases where this causes a financial hardship, each school has a method of accommodating these students. Classroom 
music is furnished.

Students desiring further preparation and/or academic training in music may elect a one-semester course in music 
theory or music appreciation.

Members of the performing organization also may be selected to participate in a variety of smaller performing ensembles 
which meet outside of the school day. These extracurricular groups are active in the community performing for civic, 
fraternal, and school functions. They also may represent the school in competitions. In addition, the Music Department 
provides the nucleus for major productions (musical, variety show) giving students further performance opportunities.

Through music discipline, a student develops appreciation, creativity, and sensitivity while becoming an intelligent 
consumer of the arts. The program also recognizes its obligation to assist those preparing for a career in music.

C100 Fine Arts (Palatine High School Only)
This course is designed to teach students to play handbells and experience the principle of sensory, formal technical, 

and expressive qualities of music and movement. Students will participate in group performances throughout the year.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One to four years One-half to one unit per year

C124 Orchestra 1
Orchestra 1 provides instruction in violin, viola, cello, and string bass. Rehearsals will include technical studies, concert 

preparation, chamber music, repertoire expansion, and basic fundamentals of music theory and music history. Individual 
talent is developed in daily rehearsals and weekly sectionals, which are an integral part of the orchestra program. Using 
modern string methods, the course will help prepare the student for participation in Orchestra 2. Students enrolling in 
C124 Orchestra 1 must have previous orchestra experience or consent of the instructor to enroll.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

C135 Chorus 1
This course is open to female students with no previous high school choral experience. Students are taught the basic 

fundamentals of tone production, part-singing, and music theory. They receive the foundation necessary to progress to 
more advanced groups.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

C136 Chorus 1
This course is for male students with no previous high school choral experience. Students are taught the basic 

fundamentals of tone production, part-singing, and music theory. They receive the foundation necessary to progress to 
more advanced groups.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

C157 Band 1
This course is open to students with previous band experience, as well as those students with limited training and 

experience. Students will receive fundamentals necessary to progress to advanced groups. Individual talent is developed 
by private and/or class instruction which is an integral part of the band program. This organization (in combination with 
other band classes) may be required to perform at home football games. At the discretion of the director, performances for 
basketball games and other sporting events may be required. Students with no previous band experience need instructor 
approval to enroll.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit
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Education in music promotes development of the whole student and offers each an opportunity to intellectualize in 
a subjective manner. Through music study, students gain knowledge, skills, and understanding that will enable them to 
participate productively as individual and group members in the work place and community at large.

Performance groups meet daily during a regularly scheduled school hour. In addition, orchestra directors schedule 
required evening rehearsals to prepare for major concerts. Participants in all three disciplines are expected to perform 
scheduled concerts outside the regular school day as a mandatory part of the curriculum.
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Students desiring further preparation and/or academic training in music may elect a one-semester course in music 
theory or music appreciation.

Members of the performing organization also may be selected to participate in a variety of smaller performing ensembles 
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provides the nucleus for major productions (musical, variety show) giving students further performance opportunities.

Through music discipline, a student develops appreciation, creativity, and sensitivity while becoming an intelligent 
consumer of the arts. The program also recognizes its obligation to assist those preparing for a career in music.

C100 Fine Arts (Palatine High School Only)
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Orchestra 1 provides instruction in violin, viola, cello, and string bass. Rehearsals will include technical studies, concert 

preparation, chamber music, repertoire expansion, and basic fundamentals of music theory and music history. Individual 
talent is developed in daily rehearsals and weekly sectionals, which are an integral part of the orchestra program. Using 
modern string methods, the course will help prepare the student for participation in Orchestra 2. Students enrolling in 
C124 Orchestra 1 must have previous orchestra experience or consent of the instructor to enroll.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit
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This course is open to female students with no previous high school choral experience. Students are taught the basic 

fundamentals of tone production, part-singing, and music theory. They receive the foundation necessary to progress to 
more advanced groups.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

C136 Chorus 1
This course is for male students with no previous high school choral experience. Students are taught the basic 

fundamentals of tone production, part-singing, and music theory. They receive the foundation necessary to progress to 
more advanced groups.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

C157 Band 1
This course is open to students with previous band experience, as well as those students with limited training and 

experience. Students will receive fundamentals necessary to progress to advanced groups. Individual talent is developed 
by private and/or class instruction which is an integral part of the band program. This organization (in combination with 
other band classes) may be required to perform at home football games. At the discretion of the director, performances for 
basketball games and other sporting events may be required. Students with no previous band experience need instructor 
approval to enroll.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

Music
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C224 Orchestra 2
Orchestra 2 is open to all intermediate string players. Rehearsals will include technical studies, concert preparation, 

chamber music, repertoire expansion, and basic fundamentals of music theory and history. Students are given a variety of 
performance opportunities to increase musical tastes, nurture personal growth, and refine technical abilities. Individual talent 
is developed in daily rehearsals and weekly sectionals, which are an integral part of the orchestra program. Using modern 
string methods, the course will help prepare the student for participation in Orchestra 3. Students enrolling in C224 
Orchestra 2 must have consent of the instructor to enroll.
PREREQUISITE: Audition or consent of the director
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

C235 Chorus 2
Sopranos and altos who have completed C135 Chorus 1 or who meet minimum first-year objectives set by the 

department may enroll in this course. Students perform advanced literature and receive training designed to further 
musicianship encouraging a higher level of choral singing.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

C236 Mixed Chorus
The choral director, with the approval of the Music Department chair and the building principal, may elect to combine 

C135 and/or C235 with C136 to form a single organization under the title C236 Mixed Chorus. This group would retain 
the basic characteristics of each of the combined groups.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

C257 Band 2
This course is designed to provide students with more advanced understanding of musical skills, rehearsal procedures, 

and general musicianship through the rehearsal and performance of band literature. Individual talent is developed by 
private and/or class instruction which is an integral part of the band program. This organization (in combination with 
other band classes) may be required to perform at home football games. At the discretion of the director, performances for 
basketball games and other sporting events may also be required. Students enrolling in C257 Band 2 must have previous 
training on a band instrument and be able to meet minimum objectives set by the department.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

C324 Orchestra 3
Orchestra 3 is open to all advanced string players. Rehearsals will provide technical studies, concert preparation, chamber 
music, repertoire expansion, and basic fundamentals of music theory and history. Students are given a variety of performance 
opportunities to increase musical tastes, nurture personal growth, and refine technical abilities. Individual talent is developed 
in daily rehearsals and weekly sectionals, which are an integral part of the orchestra program. In addition, advanced string 
students will be auditioned for membership in the District 211 Honors Symphony Orchestra. The Honors Orchestra, 
which represents the highest level of musicianship, presents an annual concert at one of the five high schools on a rotating 
basis. Students enrolling in C324 Orchestra 3 must have consent of the instructor to enroll.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

C336 Choir
Students who have successfully mastered objectives associated with fundamental choral classes as set forth by the 

department, or who pass a private audition administered by the director, may be considered for enrollment at this level. 
Membership in this highly selective group must also be based on the maintenance of proper choral balance. Special 
attention is given to artistic performances, individual growth, and group dynamics. A variety of advanced literature is 
studied and the highest degree of excellence in all aspects of choral singing is expected. In addition to singing at a number 
of concerts, the choir performs at various school, civic, and related functions.
PREREQUISITE: Department approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

C357 Band 3
Students who have mastered objectives presented in C157 Band 1 and/or C257 Band 2, or who pass a private audition 

by the director, may be considered for enrollment at this level.  Since a fairly rigid instrumental balance must be maintained, 
new members are admitted only when vacancies occur. Emphasis will be placed on advanced band literature, and intellectual 
and cultural growth. Individual talent is developed by private and/or class instruction which is an integral part of the band 
program. This organization (in combination with other band classes) is required to perform at home football games. At 
the discretion of the director, performances for basketball games and other sporting events may be required.
PREREQUISITE: Department approval
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit
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C364 Music Appreciation
Music Appreciation recognizes the need to educate students to be intellectual consumers of music. Emphasis is placed on the 

development of aural skills and the role of music in society. A prior musical background is helpful, but not necessary for enrollment.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

C365 Music Theory
Music Theory is an advanced course for those who want to increase their knowledge of the elements of music and/or to 

prepare for entrance into a college/university level music program. Emphasis is place don rhythmic, harmonic, and melodic 
analysis along with development of aural skills. Academic ability and prior participation in high school music (or formal 
private instruction) are strongly suggested.
PREREQUISITE: Department approval
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

P206/P207 Driver Education
The Driver Education program consists of 30 hours of mandatory classroom instruction. This program fulfills the State of 

Illinois safety education and District 211 graduation requirements. It stresses development of skills, attitudes, and knowledge 
designed to make every student a safer and more skillful driver. Optional behind-the-wheel experience is available to the 
student for a fee. (Enrollment governed by the date of the student’s 16th birthday)
PREREQUISITE: Eight (8) one-half credits received in the previous two semesters
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year Non-credit course

P242 Health Education
This course is designed to explore our physical, psychological, and emotional needs. Emphasis is given to learning 

activities which stress the development of healthy lifestyles that will enable students to achieve their full potential as human 
beings. It is recommended that this course be taken during the sophomore year.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

P372 Advanced Health Education
Advanced Health Education is an elective course that is offered to juniors and seniors that presents an in-depth study 

of current health issues and health careers. The course will focus on health concerns and health promotion. Topics include 
life skills and health choices; pharmacology of drugs and medicines; and health occupations and careers.
PREREQUISITE: P242 Health Education
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

Driver Education

Health Education
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The goals of High School District 211’s physical education program are to:
1.	Develop physically educated students;
2.	Assist students in the development of appropriate social and behavioral skills;
3.	Provide students with skill instruction in sport and life-long activities.

At the freshman level, three required units of instruction are offered: fitness, swimming, and group dynamics. Additional 
units that are offered based upon student abilities, interest, and facilities are: volleyball, gymnastics, track, wrestling, dance, 
basketball, softball, soccer, badminton, pickleball, and weight training.

At the sophomore level, three required units of instruction are offered: swimming, fitness, and volleyball. Additional units 
of instruction are: gymnastics, basketball, soccer, tennis, badminton, dance, flag football, team handball, and floor hockey.

At the junior and senior levels, students have a choice from several courses. Students may select from the following full-
year courses: Strength and Conditioning, Aerobics, Dance, or Adventure Education.  Activity classes also may be chosen 
from a list of 28 approved activities. These activities include, but are not limited to,: water games, fitness, volleyball, floor 
hockey, basketball, team handball, tennis, flag football, badminton, soccer, softball, and adventure education.

P111 Integrated Physical Education
Integrated physical education is specifically designed for students with developmental disabilities. Senior classmates act as 

peer teachers for students enrolled in this course. Peer teachers provide assistance to their classmates before, during, and after 
class. Activities are designed to aid students in the development of social skills, personal hygiene, physical fitness, rhythmic 
activities, aquatic skills, and individual and team game concepts.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One-half unit

P116/P117 Adapted Physical Education
Adapted physical education is a special course of study which provides a diversified program of exercise and activities 

suited to students with disabilities who may not safely or successfully engage in the vigorous activity characteristic of the 
general physical education program.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One-half unit

P247 Physical Management
Physical management is offered for students with special weight control needs. Students participate in vigorous physical 

activity and receive instruction in the areas of nutrition and menu planning. They are encouraged to make positive and 
permanent changes in their lifestyles in order to achieve healthy weight control and build positive self-esteem.
PREREQUISITE: Department approval
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One-half unit

Physical Education

Curriculum Guide — Physical Education
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 Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

S131
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Level 1-4
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S221
Physical Science

Level 2-4
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S332
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S233
Physical Science
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Biology
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1 Unit S234
Earth Science

Level 2-4
1 Unit

S332
Chemistry
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1 Unit

S338
Chemistry
Level 2-4

1 Unit

Science Course Flowchart

S369
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S347
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S432
Physics
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S457
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1 Unit

S468
Advanced Physics

Level 3-4
1/2 Unit
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AP Chemistry

Level 3-4
1-1/2 Units
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Additional elective upper-level courses.  Please check prerequisites.

S332
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S233
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S353
Applied Science

Level 3-4
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Solid lines are mainstream sequences; dashed lines are alternate selections usually made through recommendation.
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Our mission is two-fold. We are preparing some students for further study in science and engineering. We also accept 
the responsibility to educate all of tomorrow’s citizens for a world that demands increasing familiarity with science and 
technology.

All students must complete two years of science, which shall consist of one year of biology and one year of a non-biology 
course. In addition, college-bound students should take chemistry and physics. Students are advised not to specialize in 
a particular science discipline until they have taken basic courses in several of the major fields.

S130 Science/Health (Hoffman Estates High School Only)
This course is designed for students with significant communication deficits. This course explores student’s physical, social, 

psychological, and emotional needs. Students are introduced to activities which develop healthy and safe lifestyles.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2 One year One unit

S131 Biology
This course is designed for student learning through the investigative approach. Areas studied in this laboratory course 

include the unifying concepts of the cell; the organism and its relationship to its environment; and reproduction, growth, 
and development of humans in their environment. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Placement test and junior high teacher recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

S137 Biology
The investigative approach is used in this laboratory course. The unified cellular approach to biology has the following 

major themes: science as investigation and inquiry; the relationship of structure and function; diversity of type and unity 
of pattern; genetic continuity; and the relationship of organism and environment. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Placement test and junior high teacher recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

S138 Biology
This is an accelerated course with content similar to S137 Biology; however, areas of study are more thoroughly 

investigated. A greater emphasis is placed on student-directed laboratory activities. The use of critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills is stressed. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Placement test and junior high teacher recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

S170 General Science
Basic divisions of science are covered including the fundamentals of electricity, weather, earth structure and dynamics, 

astronomy, chemistry, biology, plant science, and geography. Improving organizational skills and reading comprehension 
also are course goals. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

S200 Physical Science
Students learn about the basic divisions of science including the fundamentals of geology, ecology, life processes, 

astronomy, weather, and electricity.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2 One year One unit

S221 Physical Science
This course is designed for student study of the principles of measurement, kinetics, mechanics, optics, electricity, 

magnetism, and chemistry. Classwork emphasizes the learning of science through laboratory experiences. (NCAA Core 
Course)
PREREQUISITE: S131 Biology
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

Science
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S230 Science (Hoffman Estates High School Only)
This course is designed for students with significant communication deficits. Students are introduced to the basic 

principles of biology and natural sciences. All topics are taught in a concrete manner with an emphasis on hands-on 
functional experiences.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

S233 Physical Science
This introductory laboratory course combines the study of physics and chemistry, focusing on theory as well as many 

practical aspects of both sciences. Topics may include heat, energy, mechanics, motion, waves, sound, classification of 
matter, chemical formulas, and chemical reactions. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: S137 Biology or department recommendation
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

S234 Earth Science
Lessons in this laboratory course are designed to survey earth processes. Topics studied include the changing earth, 

earth materials, earth motions, energy flow, meteorology, oceans, climatic patterns, mountain formation, the earth’s history, 
and astronomy. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: S137 Biology or department recommendation
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

S270 Health Science
This course is designed to explore our physical, psychological, and emotional needs. Emphasis is given to learning 

activities which stress the development of healthy lifestyles that will enable students to achieve their full potential as 
human beings.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 2 One year One unit

S300 Science/Health (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
Students learn the basics of good health and how to assume increased responsibility for their own health. Units of 

study include birth and early development, psychological systems, disease prevention, environmental health, family living, 
mental health, and responsible human relations.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

S332 Chemistry
Standard topics of the mole concept, periodicity, chemical energy, reaction rates, acids, and bases are introduced. The 

application of the concepts of chemistry to societal needs and problems is a very important aspect of the course. Heavy 
emphasis is placed on laboratory work. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: S233 Physical Science or S234 Earth Science: Sophomore students with department recommendation 
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

S333 Chemistry of Foods
Chemistry of Foods provides students the opportunity to participate in food preparation while learning the scientific 

basis of the chemical and biological processes involved in the culinary arts. Students completing this course will attain 
Food Safety Certification status by building on and applying to the concepts of food preparation and bacteriology. This 
course will provide guided practice and certification for the student who is choosing the profession while providing an 
overview of the restaurant industry for the student who is still expanding their horizons. Students will apply what they 
learn through participation in an in-house restaurant/catering component. The class meets two consecutive periods and 
is team taught by teachers from the Family and Consumer Sciences and Science departments. Students enrolled in the 
course will have a common lunch period to allow for flexibility on production days. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: 2 years of Science, and 1 year of Foods (H266 or H267), concurrent enrollment    One unit (double class)
	   in H333
LEVEL: 3,4  
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S334 Astronomy
Astronomy presents a study of both the solar and stellar systems. Topics studied include examination of the properties of 

the planets, the moon, the sun, comets, meteors, stars, and galaxies. Theories on the origin of the universe and development 
of the field of astronomy also are examined. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: C or higher in S233 Physical Science or S234 Earth Science
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

S335 Geology
In this course, students build on knowledge learned in S234 Earth Science. They learn to analyze a specific landscape 

area, looking for both constructive and destructive forces which have shaped the land. The students will reconstruct a 
geological history of an area. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: C or higher in S234 Earth Science
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

S336 Environmental Studies
This course explores environmental issues with a global perspective. Individual continents are studied to see the 

conflicts created when man manipulates natural cycles and processes. Examples of some topics covered in this course 
include: pollution, global warming, endangered species, overpopulation, land usage, and conservation. The course also 
educates students on environmental conservation projects being used within their own communities. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: S137 Biology or S138 Biology
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

S338 Accelerated Chemistry
This is an accelerated course with topics similar to S332 Chemistry, but covered in more depth with greater emphasis 

on mathematical concepts and their application to these topics. Laboratory work is emphasized. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: B or higher in S138 Biology or department recommendation
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

S344 Astronomy 2 (Pilot)
In this course, students build on knowledge learned in S334 Astronomy. Topics studied include examination of the 

properties of the planets, moon, sun, comets, meteors, stars, and galaxies. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: C or higher in S233 Physical Science or S234 Earth Science. C or higher in S334 Astronomy I.
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

S347 Biology 2
The course allows students to pursue a second year of biology. Major areas of study are cells and systems, ecological 

relationships, genetics, and biotechnology. The course utilizes a laboratory approach and is taught at a level consistent 
with student abilities and course prerequisites. This is a course for college-bound students, but it is not an accelerated 
course. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: C or higher in S137 Biology or S138 Biology 
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

S352 Forensic Science
Forensic Science is a one semester course designed for students who have an interest in applying their background 

of science to the field of forensics. This lab based course will focus on topics such as: crime scene photography, DNA, 
ballistics, blood splatter, and fingerprint analysis. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: S432 or taking S432 concurrently with department approval
LEVEL: 3,4 One semester One-half unit

S353 Applied Science
Applied Science is a topics-based science course exploring the connections between real world issues and classroom 

science. The emphasis will be on applying the processes of science, interpreting data and research and advancing scientific 
literacy to understand the role of science in our everyday lives. Forensics, roller coaster design, and sports equipment 
design are representative topics. Career connections are highlighted.
PREREQUISITE: S221 or department recommendation 
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit
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The goals of the Social Studies Department in High School District 211 are:
1.	To give students a broad understanding of the development of our institutions and social environment so that they may 

better adjust to rapidly changing conditions;
2.	To prepare students for their opportunities and responsibilities in society by fostering an appreciation of contemporary 

problems through discussion of current issues and their historical background;
3.	To foster attitudes of critical and impartial judgment, tolerance, and open-mindedness;
4.	To develop skill in obtaining information pertinent to social issues, in organizing materials, and in communicating ideas.

A major in social studies is recommended for a student who is preparing for law, government service, diplomatic service, social 
work, teaching of social studies, journalism, psychology, foreign trade, or business. United States History is a state-required course 
taken in the junior year. A second unit of Social Studies is required for graduation. It can be Social Science Survey, Introduction 
to Government/Economics, or Advanced Placement Macroeconomics/Advanced Placement American Government and Politics. 
A 20-hour community service experience is included in all regular education Social Studies senior-level courses.

G143 World Geography
World Geography is designed to combine a survey of geographic principles pertaining to the physical, economic, and 

political aspects of the world with an application of these principles to the major continents. Approximately one-third of 
the year will be devoted to geographical concepts. The remainder of the year will include area studies of North America, 
South America, Europe, Asia, and Africa. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

G146 World History
World History is a survey of western and non-western civilizations. Students will trace the development of nations 

and learn of the political, economic, intellectual, and social advances of humanity. The course emphasizes the learning of 
skills that will be helpful in all areas of study. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

G161 Global Studies
This course provides a unique integration of culture, history, economics, government, and geography as its framework. 

The goal is to have the students critically think about making connections, developing solutions, and understanding 
cultures. In each of the units, the students will learn active strategies for learning in the areas of reading; note-taking; 
analyzing maps, charts, and graphs; discussion and listening skills; writing and technology skills. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 1,2 One year One unit

G216 Multicultural Perspectives
Multicultural Perspectives is designed to increase cultural awareness and to prepare students to thrive in a diverse 

society. Through the examination of prejudice, self-esteem, cultural similarities and differences, students will be more 
prepared to function constructively in multicultural settings. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

G236 Women’s Studies
This course will enhance understanding of the topics and issues of women in contemporary society. It will provide 

students with a perspective on the role of women in American History, the labor force, education, politics and the law, 
the family, and research in health care. The various approaches to activism on behalf of women will be investigated so 
that students will be aware of many perspectives and solutions to the challenges facing women in today’s society. (NCAA 
Core Course)
LEVEL 2, 3, 4 One-half year One-half credit

G300 United States History (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
In this course, students gain an understanding of our country’s history. Federal, state, and local government interrelationships 

and their impact on daily life are examined. In addition, the role and responsibilities of U.S. citizenship are stressed.
PREREQUISITE:	 Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit

G262 World Affairs
World Affairs is designed to build upon the concepts and skills learned in Global Studies, World Geography, or World 

History. The course will promote a better understanding of issues that challenge the modern world and investigate possible 
solutions to the issues. These topics include health care, the environment, human rights, terrorism, global politics, and 
economic globalization. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 2, 3, 4 One-half year One-half unit

Social Studies
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G365 Law and the Individual
Students in this class learn about the rights and obligations of citizenship, the historical development of our system 

of law, our court structure and procedure, and substantive criminal law. A primary purpose of class exercises is for each 
student to develop the ability to think clearly by recognizing the value conflicts present in the law. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half year

G369 Advanced Placement United States History
This is a survey course offered for students of above-average ability and interest. The material used and teaching style 

employed are at the college level. The students are encouraged to take the Advanced Placement Test. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: E208 English 2 or department recommendation
LEVEL: 2,3 One year One unit

G370 United States History
This is a general survey course in United States History. It combines an overview of colonial development, westward 

expansion, urban development, and foreign affairs. Attention also is given to building skills in geography.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 3 One year One unit

G379 Advanced Placement Psychology
The aim of Advanced Placement Psychology is to further enhance the understanding of the systematic and scientific 

study of human and animal behavior and mental processes. The focus is on writing, analysis and test preparation for 
the A.P. exam. Students will learn psychological principles which mirror an entry level college course using higher level 
thinking skills, application, reading comprehension and test preparation. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Previous AP experience or Accelerated English enrollment or department recommendation
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

G400 Social Science Survey (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
Students examine issues that affect their daily lives. Topics covered include family, peer groups, dating, marriage, 

prejudice, law, and personal decision-making. In addition, students gain an understanding of the responsibilities demanded 
by the school, the community, and state and federal governments.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

G430 Social Science Survey (Hoffman Estates High School Only)
This course is designed for students with significant communication deficits. The class emphasizes the student’s role 

as a citizen. Topics covered include: government, social systems, cultural awareness and diversity, map skills, and decision-
making skills.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2 One year One unit

G441 Social Science Survey
The objectives and content of this course focus on the study of four major social disciplines: anthropology, economics, 

political science, and sociology. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

G442 Social Science Survey
Social Science Survey is designed to introduce students to the methodology of social studies and to major principles 

and concepts of the following social studies disciplines: anthropology, economics, political science, and sociology. Class 
activities are planned to teach students about such topics as other cultures, our economic system and other economic 
systems, politics in America and other political systems, and the social structure of human societies. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

G446 Community Service
This elective course allows students to explore volunteer service with a community agency beyond the 20-hour 

requirement in senior Social Studies classes. Students would be required to complete 75 hours of service with an approved 
community agency outside of the regular school day. Students will keep a timecard documenting service time and a short 
paper is required explaining the significance of the experience. Grading is pass/fail.
LEVEL: 3,4 one-half year one-half unit
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G462 Introduction to Economics
This course is one semester in length, and must be taken with G472 Introduction to Government to meet the senior 

social studies graduation requirement.
The goal of the course is to develop the knowledge and skills needed to understand both the American market economy 

and the larger global economic system. Students will learn what economic choices are being made for the nation and how 
to make personal economic decisions.

Topics will include basic concepts of our market economy, the role of the federal government, the business cycle, a 
comparative study of capitalism and socialism, international trade, and a number of contemporary economic issues ranging 
from poverty to the deficit. Throughout the course critical thinking skills will be emphasized. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

G466 Introduction to Government/Economics
This is a full-year course combining G462 Introduction to Economics with G472 Introduction to Government. 

(NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

G469 Advanced Placement Macroeconomics
This course is one semester in length, offered to students of above-average ability. Students would be expected, but 

not required, to take the College Board Advanced Placement test in Macroeconomics in the spring.
This course gives students a thorough understanding of the basic principles of a market economy. Students learn about 

national income and price determination and become familiar with economic performance measures, economic growth, 
and international economics. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: G369 United States History (A,B) or department recommendation
LEVEL: 3,4 One half-year One-half unit

G470 Social Science Survey
This course includes units that examine the various social studies disciplines: anthropology, sociology, political science,  

and economics. An understanding of our American culture and its political, economic, and social systems is developed. 
Other cultures and their value systems also are explored. Communication and critical thinking skills are emphasized.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

G472 Introduction to Government
This course is one semester in length, and must be taken with G462 Economics to meet the senior social studies 

graduation requirement.
The goal of the course is to develop the knowledge, skills, and ideals needed to understand government at the local, 

state, national, and global levels. Emphasis is placed on political participation and individual responsibilities.
Political change has swept the world, with once totalitarian regimes struggling to embrace democracy. The promise 

of America’s future and interdependence of our global community heighten the demand for students to become aware 
of and involved with the political process. What is the nature of American government? How has it succeeded, and how 
might it be improved? Can democracy confront the challenges of our third century? This course endeavors to answer 
these questions. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

G479 Advanced Placement American Government and Politics
This course is one semester in length, offered to students of above average ability. Students taking G469 Advanced 

Placement Macroeconomics are recommended to take this course as well. Students would be expected, but not required, 
to take the College Board Advanced Placement test in American Government and Politics in May.

This course involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of specific 
case studies. Students would become familiar with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that comprise the 
realities of American politics. It involves having students learn basic political principles and develop essential democratic 
skills. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: G369 United States History (A,B) or department recommendation
LEVEL: 3,4 One half-year One half-unit
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High School District 211 offers four-year programs in Spanish, French, and German. The study of one language for four years 
is preferred if any real use is to be made of the language. Four years of a world language in high school satisfies a world language 
requirement in many colleges.

Many colleges require or recommend the study of a world language for entrance and/or graduation.  Also, many colleges grant:
1.	Credit for successfully passing the Advanced Placement Tests.
2.	Credit for demonstrating proficiency.

In addition to preparing for college, the study of a world language has become important to a student planning for a career in 
government, business, and industry.

In addition to preparing for college, the study of a world language has become important to a student planning for a career in 
government, business, and industry. Students who do failing work in the first semester of a language must drop the course and register 
for another subject. Emphasis is placed on the speaking of the modern languages. Electronic equipment is used to facilitate the learning 
of conversational skills.

Emphasis is placed on the speaking of the modern languages. Electronic equipment is used to facilitate the learning of 
conversational skills.

L165 Spanish 2 for Freshmen
This is a regular level two Spanish course for freshmen who have completed a two-year sequence in junior high school. 

The course is designed to further develop the students’ communicative skills using thematic vocabulary units and real-life 
situations. Authentic audio visuals, readings,a nd technology are used to reinforce language (speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing) skills as well as an appreciation of the Hispanic culture. Upon completion of the course, the student will proceed to 
L366. This sequence can lead to Spanish V, advanced placement. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Two years of junior high school Spanish and recommendation of the junior high school teacher and/or testing
LEVEL: 1 One year One unit
L166 Spanish 1

This is an introductory Spanish class for those students with little or no experience learning the Spanish language. 
In this beginning level course, an emphasis is placed on developing communication skills in the target language by using 
authentic materials and a language lab. An emphasis is also placed on learning basic vocabulary words and grammar 
concepts. These skills are practiced through a variety of activities, including games, songs, worksheets, skits, and classroom 
projects. Reading and writing skills are introduced and practiced frequently. This course will enable students to learn and 
appreciate various Hispanic traditions and customs in a low risk setting. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Freshmen, satisfactory entrance test scores; upper class students, English (A,B,C)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit
L266 Spanish 2

This course continues the methods used in Level 1 and is designed to further develop the students’ communicative 
skills using thematic vocabulary units and real-life situations. Authentic audiovisuals, readings, and technology are used 
to reinforce speaking, listening, reading, writing, and grammar skills and to help students develop a broader cultural 
understanding of Spanish-speaking countries. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: L166 Spanish 1 (A,B,C,D)
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit
L276 Spanish for Native Speakers/Dual Language Students

This course is designed to meet the needs of those who already speak and comprehend Spanish. It provides students with 
the opportunity to develop, or improve, skills in reading, writing, and conventional grammar. Topics in Hispanic life are covered 
as a vehicle for expanding vocabulary and developing basic rhetorical skills. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Native speaker/Dual language student; recommendation of instructor
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit
L366 Spanish 3

Students in this intermediate course will continue to develop reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills as well 
as learn new grammar and vocabulary. Students are also expected to apply more advanced garammatical structures. An 
emphasis is put on communication in the target language. Students are expected to speak Spanish on a daily basis with 
their peers and the teacher. A variety of audio-visual materials and technology are used as well as readings in the target 
language to enhance the material presented. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: L266 Spanish 2 (A,B,C) or L165 Spanish 2 for freshmen (A,B,C) or department approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4						      One year						      One unit

World Language
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L362 French 3
Students in this intermediate course will continue to develop reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills as well 

as learn new grammar and vocabulary. Students are also expencted to apply more advanced grammatical structures. An 
emphasis is put on communication and reading int he target language. Students will beintroduced to a variety of short 
stories in the target language. Students are expected to speak French on a daily basis with their peers and the teacher. A 
variety of materials and technology are used as well as readings in the target language to enhance the material presented. 
Students study art and learn about French culture as well. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: L262 French 2 (A,B,C) or L142 French 2 for freshmen (A,B,C) or department approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4  One year One unit
L462 French 4

French 4 provides the opportunity for the students to improve the skills necessary to function at a more advanced level. The 
class will focus heavily on the refinement of the students' grammar and speaking skills. Students will also continue developing 
their reading skills through a variety of authentic reading materials including Francophone fables, articles, as well as a novel. 
Paragraph and essay writing skills will be developed throughout the course of the year. This course is conducted almost exclusively 
in French. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: L362 French 3 (A,B,C) or department approval
LEVEL: 3,4

L559 Advanced Placement French
	 Advanced Placement French emphasizes a student's communicative competency through reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening skills. This class will prepare the students to take the Advanced Placement Test and possibly receive college 
credit.Students will refine their communication skills through a variety of methods including film study, literature, cultural 
readings, and the use of the language lab. Class is conducted entirely in French. (NCAA Core Course) 
PREREQUISITE: L462 French 4 (A,B,C) or department approval
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit

L163 German 1
The primary goal of this course is to develop confidence in communication through the mastery of basic language 

skills. Focus is placed on learning basic vocabulary and grammar topics. The use of multi-media and technology resources 
are used to promote language and enhance listening comprehension, speaking, reading, writing, and culture. (NCAA 
Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Freshmen, satisfactory entrance test scores; upper class, English (A,B,C)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

L167 German 2 for Freshmen
This is a regular level-two German course for freshmen who have completed a two-year sequence in junior high school. 

Upon completion of L167, the student will proceed to L363. This sequence can lead to German V, advanced placement. 
Students develop proficiency in the language skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Realia, 
photos, tapes, and videos are used to reinforce language skills. They are used to enrich understanding of the multi-cultural 
nature of the German speaking world. Use of computer technology is encouraged. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Two years of junior high school German and recommendation of the junior high school teacher or by 

department approval
LEVEL: 1 One year  One unit

L263 German 2
The goal of this course is to expand the communication skills from level one. Vocabulary and grammar is enhanced and 

reinforced. Students will learn to comunicate effectively in the past tense. The use of multi-media and technology resources 
are used to promote language use and enhance listening comprehension, speaking, reading, writing, and culture. (NCAA 
Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: L163 German 1 (A,B,C,D)
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

L363 German 3
The goal of this course is to enable the student to be proficient in listening comprehension, reading, writing, speaking, 

and cultural awareness on a functional level in the German environment. The students will be introduced to a variety of 
materials covering literature,  history, and culture. Technology and multi-media will be used to enhance and promote their 
skills. (NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: L263 German 2 (A,B,C) or L167 German 2 for freshmen or department approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit
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Non-Departmental Courses
Non-Departmental courses are those that are offered for credit and do not belong to any particular academic department 

within the school. These courses are taught by a variety of school faculty. 

R151/R251/R351/R451 Life and Learning Strategies
This course is designed for students who receive special services for autism spectrum disorders and related disabilities. 

Students will develop strategies to increase effective skills of self-determination. The curriculum will emphasize individualized 
instruction in communication and socialization strategies related to daily problem solving. Content also will include units 
of study to support organization and study skills to increase overall academic performance.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation

LEVEL: 1,2,3,4						      One year				    One-half unit

R152/R252 Life Strategies
This resource program is designed to teach students how to manage various aspects of their lives strategically. The 

main goal of the course is to ensure that students are able to independently analyze and successfully solve problems in 
social, personal, and academic situations. The curriculum includes activities and exercises in the areas of responsibility, 
values, problem-solving, motivation, commitment, and self-determination.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation

LEVEL: 1,2						      One year					     One-half unit

R153/R253 Learning Strategies
Developing and improving study skills, organization skills, note-taking, and memory strategies are the goals of this 

resource program. Self-management and test-taking will be emphasized. The course will focus on the application of these 
strategies across academic and nonacademic settings.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation

LEVEL: 1,2						      One year					     One-half unit

R199 Critical Thinking Gifted
The core of this course is a self-awareness search which emphasizes developing creative and critical thinking skills. 

Students apply these individual learning styles and personality preferences while developing short and long-term goals, 
working on leadership skills, and performing interactive tasks with peers. Students are expected to incorporate all these 
skills into a creative group project.
PREREQUISITE: Placement subject to eligibility requirement (See page 8)
LEVEL: 1  One-half year One-half unit

R226 Leadership for Life
This one semester elective course offers practical training in communication, group dynamics, planning and goal 

setting, conflict management, and self-evaluation. It is taught with an interdisciplinary approach offering the opportunity 
to improve qualities of self-respect, self-management, and goal-setting that cut across issues of personal growth and 
management.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

R289 Critical Thinking Gifted
The focus of this semester is the preparation for an independent project in the final semester. Students will learn to 

apply logic, debate, and research skills in selection of their project. An in-depth exploration of colleges and careers is an 
integral part of this course, as it allows the student to connect to the worlds of business and higher education. Group 
interactive skills from R199 are incorporated into an individual project. Mini-mentoring and the selection of a viable 
independent research topic with a mentor is a prerequisite for R299.
PREREQUISITE: Placement subject to eligibility requirement (See page 8)
LEVEL: 2 One-half year One-half unit
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R299 Critical Thinking Gifted: Independent Study
This semester, students select a detailed topic for their independent research. Students work in conjunction with a 

qualified mentor and their classroom teacher. Students apply skills acquired during the previous semesters as they develop 
the intangible techniques of managing time, conversing with adults, organizing details, and problem solving. Their 
independent projects are showcased in June at the District Gifted Expo.
PREREQUISITE: Placement subject to eligibility requirement (See page 8)
LEVEL: 2 One-half year One-half unit

R355 PSAE Strategies
This course is designed to develop and improve academic skills identified as Illinois Learning Standards and assessed on 

the PSAE. Using each student’s individual score report from the EXPLORE test and the PLAN test, the PSAE Strategies 
Resource will provide individualized skill development specific to each student’s learning profile. 
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 3 One year One-half unit

R364 CISCO Networking Basics
The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic understanding of networking terminology, protocols, 

LANs, WANs, topologies, and communications. Students will gain experience in working through the various layers of a 
CISCO network system in a hands-on environment. This course also is offered as a dual credit course at Harper College. 
Successful completion gives students three hours of college credit and an opportunity for advanced placement in Harper’s 
NET program. Transportation is provided between Harper College and the high school. For more information, contact 
the career counselor at your school.
PREREQUISITE: C or higher in E202 English and Algebra I
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

R365 CISCO Routers and Routing Basics
The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic understanding of routers and routing, including router 

interfaces, components, configurations, IOS, TCP/IP addressing and subnetting, RIP, and IGRP. Students will gain 
experience in working through the various layers of a CISCO network system in a hands-on envrionment. This course also 
is offered as a dual credit course at Harper College. Successful completion gives students three hours of college credit and 
an opportunity for advanced placement in Harper’s NET program. Transportation is provided between Harper College 
and the high school. For more information contact the career counselor at your school.
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of R364 CISCO Networking Basics with a C or higher or consent of instructor
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half credit
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Cooperative education programs are planned to provide students on-the-job training not available at the school. With 
the assistance of their teacher-coordinator and employer, students plan many of their own learning experiences. Serious 
thought needs to be given to the type of occupation a student wants to explore so that appropriate training stations may 
be secured.

Students must work a minimum of 15 hours per week in approved training and attend a related class in school. 
Training arrangements are agreed upon by students, their parents, the teacher-coordinator, and the employer. Students 
are paid for work they perform on the job.

In each High School District 211 cooperative education program, emphasis is placed on a different occupational 
cluster. Detailed information on programs offered at each school is available through your counselor.

B332 Business Internship
Business Internship Marketing is designed for students with career interests within the business industry. Students 

are given an opportunity to gain first-hand knowledge of business careers through on-the-job training provided in 
cooperation with local businesses. Classroom activities focus on general business concepts, career paths, communication 
skills, employer-employee relations, and consumer-related topics. Students earn one unit of credit for the related class. 
This course meets the D211/State requriements for Consumer Education.
PREREQUISITE: Evidence of work with your counselor on career planning for the occupational focus or completion of high 

school course work related to your occupational goal and potential training stations. Department approval 
is required. Students must be 16 years of age or older.

LEVEL: 3,4						      One year						      Two units

V323, V324 Cosmetology
Cosmetology classes are held at a private school of beauty. This program includes the first two semesters of a sequence 

of courses that begin to address Illinois State certification requirements, which concludes with an Illinois State certification 
examination. Classes run four hours daily and combine classroom and practical experience. This course may also require 
attendance on some Saturdays and other days of non-attendance. Students must provide their own transportation to the school. 
Career Counselors at each school have more information regarding specific program requirements, scheduling procedures, 
and details of additional post-graduate work that is required to achieve State certification.
LEVEL: 4 One year One credit per semester

V325 Nail Technology
This course provides students with a basic understanding of the field of nail technology including manicuring, pedicuring, 

and artificial nail artistry. Students also will be trained in professional image, bacteriology, sanitation, salon safety, nail and 
skin disorders, salon business, and the selling of products and services. This course is offered off-campus in the afternoon, 
some Saturdays, and other days of non-attendance may be required. Students must provide their own transportation. For 
more information, contact the career counselor at your school.
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One credit per semester

V352, V452 High School Education for Related Occupations 1 & 2
(Students also must enroll in H362, H372, or H382 Work Experience)

H.E.R.O. fulfills a student’s need to obtain training in the world of work while developing skills in both employee/
employer relationships and living as an independent consumer. The first year of this program satisfies the State/District 
211 Consumer Education requirement.

Students may enroll in H.E.R.O. for one or two years. This program provides opportunities for on-the-job instruction 
related to Family and Consumer Sciences. On-the-job training may include work in care and guidance of children, 
fashion merchandising, clothing, food services or production, health occupations, and other personal and public service 
occupations. Daily classroom activities are designed to assist students with job adjustment, learning to be a responsible 
consumer, career planning, and independent study relating to each student’s occupational interest. In the second year of 
the program, a training plan is developed which builds on skills learned the previous year.
PREREQUISITE: Career planning with couselor, department approval; H352 is a prerequisite for H452. Students must be 

16 years of age or older.
LEVEL: 3,4 One or two years Two units per year

Cooperative Education
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W365/W366 Pro Start 1 and 2
Students are offered an outstanding opportunity to prepare for a management career within the food service industry. 

The National Alliance of Business, the Illinois Restaurant Association, and the Northwest Suburban Education to 
Careers Partnership have combined to offer a program designed to prepare students for rewarding careers in management 
positions in this expanding industry. Students not only learn about the full range of positions available, but also develop 
food preparation and business skills. This dual-credit class meets three days a week at Harper College with transportation 
provided between Harper and the high school. Successful completion of this course requires a minimum “C” grade.

As part of the second semester of H365, Food Service Management, a 15-hour per week paid work experience is 
available at a local food service business. A trained business mentor and a teacher work with the student to provide practical 
application of skills taught in the classroom. Students must provide their own transportation to the worksite.
PREREQUISITE: Foods and/or business class: recommendation and approval by school career counselor. Students must be 16 

years of age or older
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One and one-half units to two credits

W485/W486 Pro Start 3 and 4
The second level of the two-year program in food service management continues to develop skills in food and beverage 

preparation, menu planning, and business marketing and management. This course will prepare students to take the 
exam for an Illinois Sanitation Certificate. The class meets at Harper College. Transportation between the college and 
high school is provided.

Students are given an opportunity to gain practical experience developing management skills through a paid internship 
at a local food service business. Students must provide their own transportation to the worksite. Successful completion of 
all components of the course will earn nine hours of college credit as well as two high school units.
PREREQUISITE: H365 Food Service Management 1 and the recommendation and approval by school career counselor. 

Students must be 16 years of age or older
LEVEL: 3,4 One year Two units

H454, H455 Education Internship
Education Internship has been developed in cooperation with School Districts 54, 15, and 211. Students enrolling in 

this course should have an interest in exploring careers in the fields of education, psychology, social services, and working 
with children or adolescents. They also should be willing to accept the responsibility of regular attendance and cooperation 
in working closely with a supervising teacher to carry out a variety of classroom tasks and activities.
PREREQUISITE: Department approval; application process; H253 Child Development and H254 Pre-School Lab are 

recommended
LEVEL: 3,4 One year Two units on the Elementary Level
  One to two units on the High School Level 
  General Studies Work Program

R332, R432 Related Occupations 1 & 2
(Students also must enroll in R362, R372, or R382 Work Experience)

Related Occupations is a general cooperative work program with paid work experience in any career or technology 
related field and the related classroom instruction. Appropriate training plans are developed and task lists are established 
based on prior experience and skill development. Students are supervised on-site by a qualified instructor/coordinator. It 
is a program that extends the realm of the classroom beyond the school setting into the world of careers. It will provide  
an opportunity to become acquainted with the values important to become successful in the world of work. It provides 
on-the-job experience in semi-skilled and service occupations in career relate and technology fields. 
LEVEL: 3,4 One or two years Two units per year
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T120 Career Orientation
T220 Career Exploration
T320 Career Preparation 1
T420 Career Preparation 2
(Students also may be enrolled in T560, T570, or T580 Work Experience)

The general studies vocational program offers sequential instruction and work experiences enabling students to 
secure and maintain employment. Classroom units include job safety, consumer information, interviewing techniques, 
communication skills, career options, and development of knowledge and skills required for employment.

Individual vocational topics may be assigned based on the student’s interest, aptitude, and need.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One to four years One-half to two units per year

Secondary Work Experience Program/Community Based Consumer Mathematics 
T190, T290, T390, T490, T590, T690 (Palatine and Hoffman Estates High Schools Only)
(Students also may be enrolled in Work Experience T460, T470, or T480)

This course is designed for special needs students. The main goal is to teach students with developmental disabilities the 
skills necessary to begin preparation for transition to community living. The use of basic math, reading, and communication 
skills is emphasized in the school and the community.

This course may be taken along with the work experience program which gives students specific vocational training 
on the job. When appropriate, a pre-vocational coordinator will assist the student in finding a job in the school or 
community.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One to four years Two units per year

T250, T350, T450 Cooperative Work Training
(Students also must enroll in T260, T270, or T280 Work Experience)

Cooperative Work Training is for students 16 years of age or older who are interested in developing skills that will 
help them obtain a job after graduation. 

The students interests and abilities are involved in selecting appropriate training. Acceptable training positions include 
shipping and receiving, customer service, retail clerk, custodial work, stock position, nursery or greenhouse work. Students 
who find it difficult to hold a job in the community may be employed by the school to gain the experience and confidence 
needed to keep a full-time job.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One to three years Two units per year

T355, T455 Industrial Cooperative Education 1 & 2
(Students also must enroll in T365, T372, or T374 Work Experience)

Industrial Cooperative Education 1 & 2 are designed to give students on-the-job training in industrial-related 
occupations. Students may enroll for one or two years. They may work at a job to improve existing skills or they may be 
trained on a job for which they have no previous experience. Acceptable occupations require considerable training and 
include auto mechanics, commercial art, CAD drafting, graphic arts, tool and die, auto body repair, machine operation, 
welding, construction work, and other industrial-related occupations.

Students meet daily with the teacher coordinator to discuss safety on the job, management of time, human relations, 
and information related to each student’s job. Training experiences are planned by the employer, teacher, and student 
based on the student’s occupational plans. Students must provide their own transportation to and from the community 
training station.
PREREQUISITE: Evidence of work with your counselor on career planning for the occupational area to be studied or 

completion of high school course work related to your occupational goal and potential training station. Also 
department approval; T355 is a prerequisite for T455. Students must be 16 years of age or older

LEVEL: 3,4 One or two years Two units per year

T352, T372 & T452, T472 Transitional Program (Palatine High School Only)
This course is designed to assist students who are physically challenged in making the transition from school to the 

world of work. Daily classroom activities are planned to help students strengthen communication and math skills, choose 
and prepare for an appropriate career, and develop skills needed to obtain and be successful in community situations. Work 
experience may begin in the school setting with second-year students being transitioned into community placements. This 
is similar to a C.W.T. program, but is designed to meet the special needs of students who are physically challenged.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff conference recommendation
LEVEL: 3,4 Two years Two units per year
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Computer Technology Courses
Courses listed here also are listed within the academic departments from which they are taught. They are listed here 

for the convenience and ease of course selection.

T124 Technology Concepts (Hoffman Estates High School Only)
Technology Concepts is a course designed to expose students to many new and exciting technologies. A modular 

approach is utilized to promote teamwork, communication, and problem solving skills. The modules will cover a variety of 
areas including: flight training, robotics, digital photography, video editing, graphic design, computer-aided drafting (CAD), 
digital electronics, computer-aided machining (CAM), and many others. Technology Concepts will enable students to apply 
their mathematics, science, language arts, and technology skills in new ways helping to develop critical thinking skills while 
learning about the effect of technology on their daily lives. The goal of the course is to provide insight into career possibilities 
as well as hands-on experience with the technologies showing students how they are applicable in today’s world.
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

T166 Computer Aided Drafting and Graphics
Explore the exciting world of computer-aided drafting and graphics. This is an introductory course that will expose the 

student to a variety of computer graphic software currently used in the graphic communication industry today.
During the year, students will focus on the use of CAD software. Computer-Aided Design continues to be an exciting 

and fulfilling field for career exploration. CAD is used in many fields to communicate ideas and designs. Students will be 
introduced to the concepts of three-dimensional design as a basis to graphic communication. CADKEY and DATACAD 
software will be used to explore the fields of engineering and architecture. 

The student will have the opportunity to utilize other software connected with the graphic communication industry 
to design projects, solve problems, and document their ideas. Students will learn how a variety of graphic software can be 
integrated in order to present an idea or design that impacts his/her audience. Upon completion of this course the student 
will have a background of information and graphic communication skills that he/she will be able to use in other classes, post 
secondary education, and the world of work. Students who complete T166 with a B or higher may be eligible for college credit 
when completing advanced coursework at William Rainey Harper College. (See College Now Credit Program on page 9.)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit
LEVEL 1 with concurrent enrollment in algebra or successful 8th grade Algebra completion

T202 PLTW Introduction to Engineering Design
The Project Lead the Way (PLTW) course: Introduction to Engineering Design is an interdisciplinary study with an emphasis 

placed on learning the design development process. Students utilize their creativity to collaborate with other students through 
distance learning projects. In this course students develop the essential skills that engineers rely on everyday such as patent 
research, working with team members, hand-sketching, proper engineering documentation with team members. Students apply 
the Design Loop to innovate and invent products in a continuous improvement model. State of the art technology including 
Autodesk's Inventor, ANSYS, 3d Printing and ShopBot industrial automation is used to allow students an opportunity to 
create prototypes and mock-ups of their individual and team solutions
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit
PREREQUISITE: Concurrent enrollment in M217 Geometry or higher

T266 Explorations in Architecture and Engineering
This is a course that will allow the student to experience the graphic communications aspects of the architecture and engineering 

fields. Some of the topics in engineering will be wireframe and solid modeling, dimensioning, sectioning, auxiliary views, and package 
design. Topics in architecture will be construction drawings, site plans, and home styles. During the second semester, students will 
have an opportunity to select  and focus their studies on a major project typical in the field of architecture or engineering. Students 
will experience many of the aspects connected with a state of the art CAD system. Students will have the opportunity to use other 
software connected with the graphic communication industry in the preparation of this major project. This will provide students 
with a background of information to use in other classes, the world of work, and post‑secondary education. Students completing 
this course with a B or higher may be eligible for college credit when completing advanced coursework at William Rainey 
Harper College. (See College Now Credit Program on page 9.)
PREREQUISITE: Computer Aided Drafting and Graphics T166
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit
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T277 Computer Repair
This course is designed for students interested in computer repair. Students will have hands on experience servicing 

Windows-based computers. Areas of computer study include: construction, disassembly and assembly, installation and 
configuration of operating systems, modifying and upgrading of circuits, MS-DOS, Windows, and utilities. Students will have 
learning opportunities in the areas of: safety and preventative maintenance, removal and installation of field replaceable units, 
backing up and restoring files, configuration and utilization of video circuits, Windows, modems, I/O addresses, interrupt 
request lines, direct memory access, network interface cards, network connections, and the diagnosing/troubleshooting of 
malfunctioning systems. Completion of Computer Repair will prepare students to earn A+ certification.
PREREQUISITE: M117 Algebra or equivalent 
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One and one-half units

T302 PLTW Principles of Engineering
PLTW Principles of Engineering is the course that follows T202 Introduction to Engineering Design in the Project 

Lead the Way sequence. This course uses project-based, hands-on experiences to teach students the key elements and skills 
of engineering and technology-based careers. Concepts in this course include communication and documentation, design 
processes, engineering systems, statics and strength of materials, materials and material testing in engineering, engineering for 
reliability, and kinematics. This course explores technology systems and manufacturing processes and addresses the social and 
political consequences of technological change. The applications of physics, trigonometry, and applied sciences are integrated 
in the course to solve engineering problems. Autodesk Inventor is a computer aided design (CAD) program that will be utilized 
to assist in completion of projects.
PREREQUISITE: T202 Introduction to Engineering Design or Department Chair approval
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

T366, T466 CAD Drafting Independent Study
Students who want to further their drafting skills and gain additional experience in industrial related computer aided 

drafting are encouraged to enroll. Individualized work in selected areas of industrial drafting is planned with the instructor. 
This is an opportunity for students to become more self-directed in developing skills in an area of their choice.
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and T316 Explorations in Architecture and Engineering A, B, C, D 
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half to two years One-half unit per semester

A257 Computer Multi-Media Art
This course will cover the broad spectrum of computer media design from concept to creation. Students will create 

computer art projects using programs and applications found in the professional graphic arts field. Each student will 
develop a body of work consisting of Image Processing, Multimedia Design, 2-D/3-D Animation, and Layout Design. 
Students will gain insight into computer technology careers and society’s use of technology as a means of communication.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

A477 Two-Dimensional Studio/Computer Art
Students will work in a wide variety of advanced computer programs to create projects that reflect the use of technology 

in art and society. Multimedia projects such as animation, video, web page design, photo-imaging, computer illustration, 
and desktop publishing will be presented. A comprehensive multimedia portfolio will be developed illustrating a variety 
of technical skills and strong compositional planning.
PREREQUISITE: An A or B in A254 Printmaking, A234 commercial Design 2, A355 Photography, A257 Computer Multi-Media 

Art, or department chair approval;
	 Students must receive a passing grade in the first semester of this course in order to continue for the second semester
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One unit

A497 Advanced Computer Multimedia Art Studio
This independent study course gives advanced computer art students the opportunity to develop an interactive 

multimedia portfolio. The focus of this course is on computer art career exploration and preparation. In this course, 
students will learn the aspect of character animation, vector-based graphics, raster imaging, advanced digital audio, virtual 
reality, digital photography, and video editing using special effects.
PREREQUISITE: A477 Two-dimensional Studio Computer Art or department approval
LEVEL: 4 One year One unit
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B101 Computer Literacy
Keyboarding/Computer Literacy is designed to help students with special needs acquire skills to be successful. Students 

will learn proper keyboarding technique and develop skill in operating the computer using various software packages. 
Document formatting procedures will be taught. Students learn word processing, spreadsheet applications, desktop 
publishing, presentation concepts, and basic web page design using the Microsoft Office Suite. English language skills 
are reinforced. Internet instruction is provided.
PREREQUISITE: Placement through staff recommendation
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

B162 Computer Skills and Applications
Computer Skills and Applications is designed to allow students to master the use of essential computer software 

they will apply to high school, college, and personal work. Proficient keying skill is developed. Students increase their 
computer  productivity using the Microsoft Office Suite to produce memos, reports, tables, spreadsheets, graphs, and charts. 
Internet literacy and ethical use of technology is addressed. Application of basic English skills such as spelling, grammar, 
capitalization, and punctuation is reinforced. Students who complete this course and earn a B or higher may be eligible 
for college credit when completing advanced coursework at Harper College. (See College Now Credit program on page 9.)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B163 Advanced Computer Applications
Advanced Computer Applications uses the Microsoft Office Suite to complete advanced database, spreadsheet, word 

processing, desktop publishing, computer presentation, and integrated applications. Features such as merge, sort, labels, 
and templates are explored in the preparation of research papers, multi-page reports, letters, and presentations. Fonts, 
graphics, and color are combined in the development of desktop publishing documents. Students are expected to produce 
documents in acceptable business formats. Students successfully completing this course may be eligible to take a Microsoft 
Certified Application Specialist exam. Students who complete this course and earn a B or higher may be eligible for college 
credit when completing advanced coursework at Harper College. (See College Now Credit program on page 9.)
PREREQUISITE: B162 or B964 (Summer School) Computer Literacy
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B164 Advanced Computer Skills and Applications
This is a full-year course combining B162 Computer Skills and Applications and B163 Advanced Computer Applications. 

Students successfully completing this course may be eligible to take a Microsoft Certified Application Specialist exam. 
Students who complete this course and earn a B or higher may be eligible for college credit when completing advanced 
coursework at Harper College. (See College Now Credit Program on page 9.)
LEVEL: 1,2,3,4 One year One unit

B201 Computer Literacy 2
Keyboarding/Computer Literacy 2 is a full-year course offered to students who have successfully completed B101. 

Students will continue to improve skills that are essential for personal and career development. Students will use the 
Microsoft Office Suite to complete personal, educational, and business documents using and integrating word processing, 
spreadsheet, database, and presentation software. Fonts, graphics, and color are combined in development of desktop 
publishing documents. Students also are given an opportunity to experience voice recognition capabilities.
PREREQUISITE: B101 Computer Literacy and staff recommendation
LEVEL 2, 3, 4  One year One unit

B232 Web Page Design
In this class, students plan, design, develop, and maintain professional, well-organized web sites which incorporate custom 

graphics and animation. Students will be introduced to XHTML for a foundational understanding of web design, but will 
focus on web development utilizing Adobe's Creative Suite, including Dreamweaver, Fireworks, Photoshop, and Flash. Students 
will also learn how to post their web sites through the use of a class web server, which provides an opportunity to experience 
the full realm of web  site management. Students who complete this course and pass a competency test may be eligible for 
college credit at William Rainey Harper College. (See College Now Credit Program on Page 9.)
PREREQUISITE: B162 Computer Skills and Applications
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

B265 Desktop Publishing
Desktop Publishing is for the student who is interested in computer graphic design and the world of marketing and 

advertising. This class uses the most advanced features of Microsoft Word as well as Adobe Photoshop. Color psychology, 
page layout, font choice, graphic selection, and other desktop publishing principles are reviewed. Students incorporate 
these principles while designing business cards, letterheads, envelopes, CD covers, flyers, advertisements, newsletters, 
certificates, calendars, and brochures. Successful students from this class may be eligible to enroll in B366 Desktop 
Publishing Independent Study.
PREREQUISITE: B163 Advanced Computer Applications or B164 Advanced Computer Skills and Applications
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit
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B274 Business Media Production
Business Media Production is a course designed to create effective business presentations in a multimedia environment. 

Business Media Production focuses on the principles of integrated software tools to create presentations through the use 
of video, sound, photo, and text. Students research topics using the Internet and work with digital camcorders, cameras, 
scanners, and video and graphics editing software. Students develop skill in processing and presenting effective professional 
presentations combining communication skills, appropriate writing skills, and business marketing concepts. Software 
tools include Microsoft Movie Maker, PowerPoint, and Producer.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

M256 Computer Programming; a Multimedia Approach
 In a Windows environment, students are introduced to programming concepts using Visual Basic and/or HTML/JAVA 

Script. Student programs may incorporate graphics, sound, animation, or the construction of a web page.
PREREQUISITE: Algebra I
LEVEL: 2, 3, 4 One year One unit

M266 Applications of Computer Programming 
Through independent study, students apply their computer programming skills to complete highly individualized projects.

PREREQUISITE: M256 Computer Programming, A Multimedia Approach and department approval
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

M359 Advanced Placement Computer Science
The JAVA language allows the programmer to process data as well as perform mathematical calculations. In Advanced 

Placement Computer Science, data structures, programming algorithms, and structured programming are used. Students 
are expected to use analytical thinking in solving problems and use top-down design methods in developing programs.
PREREQUISITE: Completion of M218 Accelerated Plane and Solid Geometry, or M317 Algebra 2; or M256 Computer 

Programming; A Multimedia Approach or concurrent enrollment in M317 Algebra 2
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

R364 CISCO Networking Basics
The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic understanding of networking terminology, protocols, 

LANs, WANs, topologies, and communications. Students will gain experience in working through the various layers of a 
CISCO network system in a hands-on environment. This course also is offered as a dual credit course at Harper College. 
Successful completion gives students three hours of college credit and an opportunity for advanced placement in Harper’s 
NET program. Transportation is provided between Harper College and the high school. For more information, contact 
the career counselor at your school.
PREREQUISITE: C or higher in E202 English and Algebra I
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

R365 CISCO Routers and Routing Basics
The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic understanding of routers and routing, including router 

interfaces, components, configurations, IOS, TCP/IP addressing and subnetting, RIP, and IGRP. Students will gain 
experience in working through the various layers of a CISCO network system in a hands-on environment. This course also 
is offered as a dual credit course at Harper College. Successful completion gives students three hours of college credit and 
an opportunity for advanced placement in Harper’s NET program. Transportation is provided between Harper College 
and the high school. For more information contact the career counselor at your school.
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of R364 CISCO Networking Basics with a C or higher or consent of instructor

LEVEL: 3,4	 One-half year	 One-half credit
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V225 Graphic Arts 1 – Visual Communications
Students gain an overview of the graphic arts industry. The course covers Xerox, laser, ink jet, letter press printing, photography, 

and photo offset. Major emphasis is placed on development of materials, text, and graphics with use of the computer and 
computer network. The course is offered through the Northwest Suburban Education to Careers Partnership at Barrington 
High School. See your counselor for details on scheduling. Students must provide their own transportation.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

V226 Graphic Arts 2 – Color Pictures and Printing
Graphics Arts II provides instruction on layout design, darkroom technique, masking, platemaking, and printing. Additional 

topics include computer-scanned graphics, halftones, and multi-color printing. Major emphasis is placed on computer software 
integrated and peripheral devises. This laboratory course, offered at Barrington High School, provides basic knowledge and skill 
development in the use of computers, silkscreen printing, and offset printing. Students must provide their own transportation.
PREREQUISITE: T225 Graphic Arts I
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One-half year One-half unit

V227 Graphic Arts 1 & 2
This is a full-year course combining V225 Graphic Arts 1 and V226 Graphic Arts 2. This course is offered at Barrington 

High School. Students must provide their own transportation.
LEVEL: 2,3,4 One year One unit

V323, V324 Cosmetology
Cosmetology classes are held at a private school of beauty. This program includes the first two semesters of a sequence 

of courses that begin to address Illinois State certification requirements, which concludes with an Illinois State certification 
examination. Classes run four hours daily and combine classroom and practical experience. This course may also require 
attendance on some Saturdays and other days of non-attendance. Students must provide their own transportation to the school. 
Career Counselors at each school have more information regarding specific program requirements, scheduling procedures, 
and details of additional post-graduate work that is required to achieve State certification.
LEVEL: 4 One year One credit per semester

V325 Nail Technology
This course provides students with a basic understanding of the field of nail technology including manicuring, pedicuring, 

and artificial nail artistry. Students also will be trained in professional image, bacteriology, sanitation, salon safety, nail and 
skin disorders, salon business, and the selling of products and services. This course is offered off-campus in the afternoon, 
some Saturdays, and other days of non-attendance may be required. Students must provide their own transportation. For 
more information, contact the career counselor at your school.
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One credit per semester

W313 Health Occupations
This dual-credit class meets on the Harper College campus. Transportation is provided between the high schools and 

Harper College. Students learn about common health-related careers by listening to guest speakers, touring health-care 
facilities, and taking part in classroom activities. Attention is given to fundamental health-care principles, basic patient-
care skills, and other job entry skills and information common to many health-care occupations.

Occupations explored during the course include nursing, medical office assistant, medical social worker, dietician, 
operating room technician, X-ray technologist, dental hygienist, mental health technician, pharmacist, inhalation therapist, 
optometrist, lab technician, and veterinarian.

Students wishing to learn more about a particular health occupation also may wish to enroll in one of the district’s 
cooperative vocational education programs with a community-training station in their particular area of interest. Additional 
information is available from the career counselor at your school.
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

Off-Campus Courses

Off-Campus Courses
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W314 Basic Nursing Assistant Training
Objectives of the course are to teach basic nursing skills that provide “hands-on” care in a safe, competent, and quality 

manner. Both theory and practical laboratory lessons precede actual clinical experience. Through successful completion 
of the course, students become eligible to take the Nurse Aide Competency examination and be certified by the State of 
Illinois as Nurse Aides.

This dual-credit class meets on the Harper College campus. As part of the class, clinical experience at local health care 
facilities occur on designated class days and weekends. Transportation between Harper College and the home school is 
provided, however, students must arrange their own transportation for evening and weekend clinicals. A required briefing 
meeting for students and parents is necessary and will be held before the class begins. Successful completion gives Harper 
College credit as well as high school credit. For additional information, contact your school’s career counselor.
PREREQUISITE: Must pass Harper College Reading Evaluation, must fulfill health requirements, and have ability to lift, 

move, and transfer patients. Must successfully complete W313 Health Occupations.
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One and one-half units

W315 Health Occupations Observational Internship
Students are given an opportunity to gain practical experience in a hospital-based internship program designed to observe 

selected health occupations. By participating, students develop an understanding of healthcare procedures, problems and 
responsibilities. Successful completion of this course with a grade of “C” or higher gives students one hour of college credit. 
For more information, contact the career counselor at your school. Students must provide their own transportation.
PREREQUISITE: Concurrent enrollment in W313 Health Occupations with instructor approval or successful completion of 

W313 with a grade of “C” or higher
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit

W316 Introduction to Criminal Justice
The course is designed to acquaint students with the field of Criminal Justice. Students are introduced to the need for 

law enforcement in society; legal aspects of law enforcement, including basic principles of arrest, burden of proof, evaluation 
of evidence, and court/trial procedure. Students also receive an overview of the basic principles of police administration 
and government. Students and their parents should be aware that some of the content of this course contains graphic 
displays and language in keeping with simulations of actual field experiences. 

Upon successful completion students will earn one-half unit of high school credit and three college credits. This course 
is offered on the Harper College campus and transportation is provided. (NCAA Core Course)
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

W363 Introduction to Fire Science
This course examines the basic fundamentals and many facets of fire protection. Students are introduced to occupations in 

both public and private agencies related to the fire protection industry. Topics include characteristics and behavior of fire, fire 
safe building design and construction, fire protection systems and equipment, municipal fire defenses and fire department 
organization codes and standards. The class meets at Harper Community College. Successful completion gives the students 
three hours of college credit and an opportunity for advanced placement in Harper’s program. Transportation is provided 
between Harper College and the high school. For more information, contact the career counselor at your school.
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half credit

W364 Fire Behavior and Combustion
This course is designed to better prepare interested students in a career as a fire fighter. Topics are aligned to meet 

needs related to certification and include such topics as chemistry of fire, flammable liquids, pressurized gases, cryogenics, 
combustible solids, and oxidizing agents. The class meets at Harper Community College. Successful completion gives the 
students three hours of college credit and an opportunity for advanced placement in Harper’s program. Transportation is 
provided between Harper College and the high school. For more information, contact the career counselor at your school.
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and successful completion of T363 Introduction to Fires Science.
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half credit

Curriculum Guide — Off-Campus Courses
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W365/W366 Pro Start 1 and 2
Students are offered an outstanding opportunity to prepare for a management career within the food service industry. 

The National Alliance of Business, the Illinois Restaurant Association, and the Northwest Suburban Education to 
Careers Partnership have combined to offer a program designed to prepare students for rewarding careers in management 
positions in this expanding industry. Students not only learn about the full range of positions available, but also develop 
food preparation and business skills. This dual-credit class meets three days a week at Harper College with transportation 
provided between Harper and the high school. Successful completion of this course requires a minimum “C” grade.

As part of the second semester of H365, Food Service Management, a 15-hour per week paid work experience is 
available at a local food service business. A trained business mentor and a teacher work with the student to provide practical 
application of skills taught in the classroom. Students must provide their own transportation to the work site.
PREREQUISITE: Foods and/or business class: recommendation and approval by school career counselor. Students must be 16 

years of age or older
LEVEL: 3,4 One year One and one-half units to two credits

W376 Introduction to Emergency Management
This one semester course is focused on providing students with an overview of the emergency management field. Students 

will examine the need for emergency management, processes and elements involved in disaster mitigation, preparedness, 
response, and recovery. This class meets at the Harper College campus. Successful completion gives the students three 
hours of college credit and an opportunity for advanced placement in Harper’s EMT program. Transportation is provided 
between Harper College and the high school. For more information, contact the career counselor at your school.
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One-half unit per semester

W383 Introduction to Refrigeration/Heating Technology
Activities and objectives of this course are designed to introduce students to the array of careers within the HVAC industry 

as well as to develop some basic competencies. Areas of study include trouble shooting, assembling and charging a refrigeration 
system, as well as pressure, energy transfer, heat, and matter.

This class meets at Harper Community College. Successful completion gives a student four hours of college credit and an 
opportunity for advanced placement in Harper’s program. For more information, contact the career counselor at your school.
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One unit
This class is taught in an open laboratory forum. Students must accumulate five laboratory hours each week.

W386 Heating Principles
This course was designed to give students an understanding of heating principles and practical experience in working on 

heating systems. Students schedule lab times with the RAC (Refrigeration and Air Conditioning) personnel in the RAC lab 
as soon as possible after registration and begin course work as soon as they are able. This class meets at Harper Community 
College. Successful completion gives a student four hours of college credit and an opportunity for advanced placement in 
Harper’s program. For more information, contact the career counselor at your school.
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and successful completion of T383 Introduction to Refrigeration/Heating Technology
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One unit
This class is taught in an open laboratory forum. Students must accumulate five laboratory hours each week.

W387 Heating Cooling Controls
This course is designed to provide students knowledge regarding heating and cooling systems and to give them practical 

experience in identifying and trouble-shooting system problems. Students schedule lab times with RAC (Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning) personnel in the RAC shop as soon as possible after registration and begin course work as soon as he/she is able. This 
class meets at Harper Community College. Successful completion gives a student four hours of college credit and an opportunity 
for advanced placement in Harper’s program. For more information, contact the career counselor at your school.
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and successful completion of T383 Introduction to Refrigeration/Heating Technology
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One unit
This class is taught in an open laboratory forum. Students must accumulate five laboratory hours each week.

W416 Introduction to Forensics
This course introduces students to the use of scientific disciplines in crime investigation. It identifies the variety of sources 

of evidence and the means by which comparative analysis can be made. Introduces student to probability theory. It also 
develops skills in crime scene technology, finger printing, photography and recording. This course is offered on the Harper 
College campus and transportation is provided.
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit
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W417 Introduction to Corrections
This course allows students continued study in the field of Criminal Justice. Topics include: Correctional Ideologies, the 

Processing of Criminal Offenders, Imprisonment, Capital Punishment, Probation, Parole, and Detention Facilities.
Upon successful completion, students will earn one half unit of high school credit and three college credits and continue 

work toward a degree in Law Enforcement. This course is offered on the Harper College campus and transportation is provided. 
(NCAA Core Course)
PREREQUISITE: Completion of G316 Introduction to Criminal Justice with a B or higher and instructor approval
LEVEL: 4 One-half year One-half unit

W483 Refrigeration Principles
The purpose of this course is to give students an opportunity to continue to develop principles and concepts learned in 

T383, Introduction to Refrigeration/Heating Technology and to familiarize students with components and accessories added 
to basic refrigeration systems for special applications. Students also will develop trouble-diagnosing procedures. This class 
meets at Harper Community College. Successful completion gives a student four hours of college credit and an opportunity 
for advanced placement in Harper’s program. For more information, contact the career counselor at your school.
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and successful completion of T383 Introduction of Refrigeration/Heating Technology
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One unit
This class is taught in an open laboratory forum. Students must accumulate five laboratory hours each week.

W484 Advance Controls
The purpose of this course is to give students an opportunity to continue to develop principles and concepts learned in T383, 

Introduction to Refrigeration/Heating Tech, Heating Principles and to familiarize students with electrical components. This 
course emphasizes control systems, system malfunctions, and proper repair procedures. This class meets at Harper Community 
College. Successful completion gives a student four hours of college credit and an opportunity for advanced placement in 
Harper’s program. For more information, contact the career counselor at your school. 
PREREQUISITE: Instructor’s approval and successful completion of T383 Introduction of Refrigeration/Heating Technology 
LEVEL: 3,4 One-half year One unit
This class is taught in an open laboratory forum. Students must accumulate five laboratory hours each week.

W485 Pro Start 3 and 4
The second level of the two-year program in food service management continues to develop skills in food and beverage 

preparation, menu planning, and business marketing and management. The class meets at Harper College. Transportation 
between the college and high school is provided.

Students are given an opportunity to gain practical experience developing management skills through a paid internship 
at a local food service business. Students must provide their own transportation to the work site. Successful completion 
of all components of the course will earn seven hours of college credit as well as two high school units.
PREREQUISITE: H365 Food Service Management 2; recommendation and approval by school career counselor. Students 

must be 16 years of age or older
LEVEL: 3,4 One year Two units

Curriculum Guide — Off-Campus Courses
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